SGA meeting on
multiculturalism
By SARAH LYON
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

The Student Government Association (SGA) hosted an informal,
campus-wide meeting to discuss
the current state of multicultural
affairs at the College on Sunday,
November 7. Vice President for
Student Affairs and Dean of Students James Terhune and Associate Dean of Students and Director
of Campus Life Jed Wartman attended the event to help facilitate
discussion among students.
SGA President Leslie Hutchings
' 11 sent an e-mail to students before
the meeting, inviting them to the
forum to voice their opinions. She
reminded students that "diversity includes, but is not limited to, differences in religion, sexuality, gender,
mental health, learning disabilities,
ethnicity, nationality, political views
and socioeconomic class."
Hutchings, Vice President Athul
Ravunniarath ' 11 and Parliamentarian Amy Dunlap '11 led the meeting.
Students at the meeting were given a
minimum of two post-it notes on
which they could write a "problem"
and a "solution" as to addressing the
issue of diversity on the Hill.
Although most students at the
meeting were either dorm presidents
or other SGA representatives, student
leadersfrom other organizations such
as The Bridge and the Pugh Community Board (PCB) also attended.
Junior Class President Laura
Maloney ' 12 was the first student to
share what she had written in the
"problem" category, commentingon
the "lack of student support" regarding issues of diversity on the Hill.
Several other audience members
cited similar concerns and placed
their post-it notes next to Maloney's
on the whiteboard at the front of the
room. Other problems the students
identified included a lack of education and awareness, as well as a lack
of institutionalized support and emotional support on the Hill, a leadership vacuum on campus and more.
Terhune and Wartman joined the
conversation to offer their own viewpoints on several of the categories.
"We can start to take some more
steps forward [and] think about how
we can move forward together," Terhune said at the beginning of the
meeting. "That can give us the best
chance to make the most progress."

As students shared their solutions
to the problems they had pointed out,
Terhune emphasized that he, like
many others in the audience, would
like to see "more people on the student affairs staff." However, "the
problem is there [are] all these other
things going on that the College
wants to do," he said, and such efforts are further limited by budget
constraints. Several other departments on campus would also like to
see more faculty in their respective
areas. "We all want more people.
All of those things get played off
against each other," Terhune said.
The solution that garnered the
most support from memberswas the
idea to implement an administrative
position designed to address issues of
diversity. Jess Acosta '11, who is on
The Bridge's steering committee, expanded on the idea, suggesting that
the College hire resource officers designed specificallyto advise people
from underrepresented groups, such
as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) students, first-generation college students, students of
color and international students.
However, leadership potential
also lies in students * hands. "If we
are asking for a position, we
should also prove what we're capable of. Students should feel
more empowered," PCB Chair
Nicole Sintetos ' 12 said.
Additional ideas for solutions included workingto improve studentadministration
relations
and
students' perceptions of the administration, establishing Career Center workshops focusing on diversity
in the workplace and re-evaluating
academic requirements to further
educate students about diversity.
Terhune said holding this meeting was "really a very positive
step. We're really driving to the
core of things."
Wartman echoed this statement
and said seeing students' energy
motivates him. "I really believe the
students can make the community
and can make that community as
rich and as meaningful as possible."
Both Terhune and Wartman emphasized that follow-up discussions
are necessary to further address
multicultural affairs on the Hill.
Wartman made a point to write
down several of the issues that
community members felt were particularly important to follow up on.

CHALKING THE CAMPUS
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Concerned students chalked campus this past week with personal messages. "I CARE " stands out in front of Miller in bold, purple print.

Students discuss Maine election
By ERIN LOVE
NEWS STAFF

The results of the elections, held
on Tuesday, November 2, brought
to light the national political mood
and revealed that independent candidates are a force with which to
be reckoned.
In the national election, the Republican Party gained control of
the House of Representatives,
while the Democratic Party maintained control of the Senate. In
Maine, Paul LePage (R), Tea
Party-affiliated mayor of Waterville, carried the gubernatorial race
with 38.1 percent of the popular
vote, barely edging out Eliot Cutler (I), who received 36.7 percent
of the popular vote. Libby
Mitchell (D) was a distant third in
the race, obtaining approximately
19 percent of the vote.
Maine voters elected incumbents Chellie Pingree (D) and
Michael Michaud (D) to the U.S.
House of Representatives. They
also elected county officers and
chose representatives for the
Maine State Legislature, which
now has a Republican majority in
both houses for the first time since
the early seventies.
In addition to electing candidates,
Maine voters successfully passed
three other ballot items. The first
was a citizen initiative that posed
the question of whether or not to

allow the construction of a casino In
Oxford County The casino will
contribute a portion of its revenue to
the state education system, as well
as to the Penobscot Nation and the
Passamaquoddy Tribe. The other
two items were bond issues. Now
approved, they will allow greater
statewide access to dental care and
contribute to statewide environmental conservation efforts.
Students agreedthat economic issues played a
more significant
role than social
issues in this
election. "Voters
are very dissatisfied with the
economy, especially independents," one of the
leaders of the
Colby Republicans Anne Burton '12 said This
explains, in part,
why LePage and Cutler, who are
both fiscally conservative, received
such a large portion of the vote.
"Maine is actually a pretty poor
state, especially northern Maine," Johanna Salay '12, co-presidentof the
Colby Democrats said. "[There are]
lots of people [living] below the
poverty line."
The close gubernatorial race in
Maine between a Tea Party-affiliated candidate and an independent

Students agreed
that economic
issues played a
more significant
role than social
issues in this
election.

InternationalClub hostsDiwalinight
By MICHAELA PEMBROKE
NEWS STAFF

The College 's International
Club hosted a Diwali festival in

Foss Dining Hall complete with
music, dance performances and
delicious Indian food to commemorate the traditional five-day celebration of lights, on Saturday,

November 6.
Sai Chavali '11 and International Club President Anna Simeonova ' 11 worked in tandem to
pull the whole festival together in

less than three weeks time, with
Roja Nunna '11 organizing all of
the decorations.
Foss was completely transformed for the event. All of the tables in the main dining area were
cleared out to make way for rows
of audience chairs. Many colorful
banners and strings of lights hung
along the walls and the back of the
stage, giving Foss a festive atmosphere. Athul Ravunniarath ' 11 and
Sai Chavali ' 11 served as the emcees for the night 's performances,
providing information about how
Diwali is celebrated within India 's
various geographical regions and
ethnic groups.
The first performance was set to
a song from a popular Boll ywood
movie and featured several colorfull y clad girls dancing with li ghts
in their palms. Many other performances followed incorporating
traditional songs and instruments.
Ravunniarath and Chavali , who

CMRS KASPHWyTHE COBV tCH

Studentsperforma dance in Fosson Saturday.November6 as p a r of
t the InternationalClub s Diwalicelebration.

candidate reflected national attitudes. "The independent party is
very appealing to a lot of people
these days," Salay said.
Maine native Jamie Curley ' 12 is
an active member of the Colby Democrats. She said people are "disenchanted with the way things are."
They are fed up with the Democrats
because of the current economic situation, and they are fed up with the
Republicans because of lingering
frustrations from
the "Bush-era."
On top of that,
"Maine [voters
have]...a history
of being headstrong independents,"Burton said.
Even though
the country appears to be exper i e n c i n g
disillusionment
with Washington—made clear
by the big Republican victory on
Election Day—Burton said the nationwide strength of the Tea Party in
this election was "a little surprising."
She added, "The Tea Party wants to
become the new Republican Party."
She said she expects "tension between [the] moderate wing [of the
Republican Party] and [the] more
conservative wing of the Tea Party
movement" in the coming years.
Explaining the Tea Party's re-

See DIWALI, Page 2

cent success, "people are frustrated
with the status quo," Salay said,
and, therefore, are "attracted to
radical change."
Salay said that because this was
a midterm election, "it was a lot
harder to generate interest on campus." The Colby Democrats shuttled people to the polls for early
voting on Election Day. They transported an estimated total of 80 people, less than five percent of the
College's student population, to the
polls, but they were aware that additional student voters provided
their own transportation.
A contested issue among College students has long been
whether out-of-state students
should vote in the Maine elections if they are not from the
state. While many students from
the College chose to vote in their
home states , there were also
many who voted in Maine. "If
you do choose to vote in
Maine...inform yourself," Burton said. She said that students
should think about "how [their]
choices [affect] people who live
here" and take the time to do research and "really know what
candidates stand for, what they
believe in."
Whether students voted in-state
or out-of-state, the most important
thing was that they voted at all.
Curley said, "You can't complain
if you don 't vote."
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B+ ontheCollege'sGreen Report Card

Survey looks at
universities '
green habits
By BECKY NEWMAN
FORUM EDITOR

The Sustainable Endowments
Institute awarded the College a
B-1- when it issued its 2011 College Sustamabilitv Report Card
Thursday. October 27. The report
issued grades for 322 colleges and
universities in all 50 states. The
survey, released at Greenrcporteard.org. is the only independent
assessment of sustainability on
college campuses
The goal of the Report Card is to
"provide accessible information for
schools to leam from each other 's
experiences and establish more effective sustainabiiity policies. " and
"encourage sustainability as a priority in college operations and endowment investment practices by
offering independent yearly assessments of progress." according to
the Institute
The Institute determined each
college 's overall grade by way of
individual grades in each of the
following categories: the school' s
administration, climate change
and energy initiatives, food and
recycling practices, green building on campus, student involvement , transportation, endowment
transparency investment priorities and shareholder engagement.
The Institute then evaluated
progress in each of the categories
via 52 specific indicators. The
College received A's in all of the
Institute 's categories except for
green building , endowment transparency and shareholder engagement, which received a B , a D
and a C. respectively.
The College received a low
mark in endowment transparency
because iv only makes pan of its
endowment av ailable to the public
and it doesn 't release its shareholders voting available to the
public and it doesn 't release its
shareholders " voting records. The
Institute attributed the College 's C
in shareholder engagement to the
fact that investment managers

By CATE DONOVAN
NEWS STAFF

While many students on the Hill
hit the library, head to extra-curriculars or even just cap off an exhausting day of classes with a nap
in their dorm rooms, 17-year old
Mariam Khan drives to Waterville
High School to complete her
school day. Khan was one of 18
high school students accepted to
the College for the fall semester.
According to the admissions office, the College runs a program that
allows qualified high school students—typically seniors—to enroll
in one or more classes on the Hill.
These students come from Waterville and many other towns across
the state. The students register for a
variety of the College's course offerings, although math classes are
the most popular.
"The entire middle of the day,
I 'm at Colby—every day but
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Thursday," Khan said. "I go to the
An interactive disp lay board in Diamond touts its environmentally friendly features. A recent survey
high school in the morning and
by greenreportcard.org determined that the College should receive a grade ofB+ on its "greenness. "
again in the afternoon. " Balancing
"handling the details of proxy votslightl y better than the College on mented tray less dining in their her high school schedule with the
ing" and a multi-stakeholder advitheir report cards: Amherst College, dining halls at that time, but the psychology and math classes that
sory committee that "makes proxy
Bowdoin College, Middlebury Col- percentage of colleges now im- she is taking at the College is diffivoting recomlege
and plementing it is 75 percent. cult , but for Khan, the hectic schedmendations to
Williams Col- Whereas sustainability commit- ule is worth it.
"I've always been around
the board ," aclege all received tees within administrations were
cording to the
a grade of A-. only in place at 40 percent of the Colby.. ..I've always loved it. Being
's
that
a
resident
of Waterville, I have alresults.
schools
surveyed
in
2006
survey
,
Connecticut ColHowever, the
lege and Wes- number has also j umped to 95 ways looked at Colby as that campus
survey praised the
leyan University percent. Campus farms or gar- on a hilltop, [a place that I] aspire to
climate
action
scored the same dens, like the College 's own or- be," Khan said. Even though Wateras Colby, and ganic garden , were present at 70 ville High School offers a dual enplan created by
the College 's EnBates College, percent of the schools surveyed rollment program with Kennebec
vironmental AdHamilton Col- this year and only nine percent of Valley Community College in Fairsaid schools in 2006. Mark Or- field, Maine, Khan said that taking
visor) Committee
lege and Tufts
lowski , executive director of the classes at the College better
and Colby 's curUniversity
Sustainable Endowments Insti- "matched what [she] wanted to do."
rent investments
falling into the
Jerry Zhang, also 17, is a high
in renewable enB/B- range. Trin- tute, characterized these improveergy and commuity College fared ments as part of a "green school student at Maine Central Institute (MCI) in Pittsfield. He is
nity development
the worst, receiv- groundswell on campus."
The survey lauded student in- currently enrolled in Multivariable
fundsing an overall
volvement at the College, noting Calculus on the Hill. "My math
Of the 322
grade of a C-.
schools
surIn conduct- that "students have worked on re- teacher [at MCI] talked to me about
veyed, seven reing the survey ducing pesticide use. eliminating the class at Colby last year and said
ceived
the
over the course bottled water, running the bike it is a great opportunity since I
highest mark of
of four years, rental program and helping in the would like to go further in math
[but] my school does not offer any
A. marking the first time in the re- the Institute noticed improve- organic garden."
The full results are available at high level class," Zhang said.
port's four-year history that a college ments in the quality of colleges '
received a grade higher than an A-. sustainability policies. None of httpyAvww.greenrepc«tcanloig/report- Like Khan, Zhang juggles a busy
high school schedule with college
Other NESCAC schools fared
schools surveyed in 2006 imple- card-201l/schools/colby-college.
classes. Instead of staying at his

The College
received A's in
all of the institute's
categories except
for green building,
endowment
transparency
and shareholder
engagement,
which received
a B, a D and a C,
respectively.

Students sp earhead recent Diwali celebration
From DIWALI. Page 1

are both Indian, explained that the
holiday is celebrated for five days
and that each day is devoted to
one major god. "in a superficial
way. it 's the celebration of the victory of good over evil. " Ravunniarath said. Fireworks and the
spreading of sweets are an integral
part of the Diwali celebrations in
Southern India
Sujic Zhu " 14 and Smnti Bajracharya ' I I also spent some
time on stage explaining how
Nepal celebrates Diwali. Bajracharya explained thai because
the Nepalese believe crows to be
messengers of death, they attempt
to please them during Diwali by
way of worship She also stated
that the third day of Diwali is devoted to the goddess Lakshmi As

High school students find a
place in College classrooms

a way of celebrating this day.
families decorate their houses
with li ghts. In Nepal, girls and
women
typically travel to
other
houses
within their region and sing
traditional
songs in exchange
for
money
and
food. Zhu and
Baj r a c h a r y a
sang a shortened version of
one song in perfect harmony—
all the more
impressive as Zhu had just
learned the song the night before.
Chavali and Ravunniarath emphasized that celebrants of Diwali
consider it to be an intimate , uni-

fying experience. Both said that
many Indians living in the States
celebrate the holiday with other Indians that they
meet in their
c o m m u n i ty.
Chavali
explained Diwali
different traditions vary from
region to region , and said
that when he
celebrated the
holiday with his
aunt in Washington , D.C.,
"they
[were]
very much more
into the dancing aspect of the celebration as opposed to the fireworks, but we just got used to
what they were doing and did it
with them."

Chavali and
Ravunniarath
emphasized that
celebrants of
Diwali consider
it to be an
intimate, unifying
experience.

To wrap up the celebration ,
wide array of Indian food in a
huge buffet. "The food was the
most difficult to p lan for because
we didn 't know how much to get,
and it also took a lot of discussion
to come to a compromise with
SGA over food pricing," Chavali
said. Once they reached a settlement , the Club got the dinner
from a restaurant in Portland
called Hi Bombay.
After dinner, Ben Weinberger
' 11 performed fire-dance outside
Foss that left many audience in a
state of disbelief. With the help
of a hired sound professional , a
full audience , fantastic performances, food and festivities the International Club provided their
fellow Mules a great opportunity
to get a taste of South Asian culture and celebrate the beautiful
festival of lights .

high school for the last class of the
day, he come to the College for his
calculus course. He completes the
work that he misses during study
hall or after school. Zhang's tight
schedule rarely gives him the opportunity to experience what the
College has to offer apart from his
class. However, he has been able to
attend one outside lecture thus far,
which he described as "great."
As many first-year students discover during their fall semester,
the transition from high school
level classes to elite college classes
is not easy. "The adjustment is definitely hard ," Khan said. "It 's not
the amount of work you are given,
it 's mostly just the depth of knowledge required. It 's [fewer] questions and answers and more,
'What does this concept mean and
how can you apply it?'"
Despite the difficulty of her
courses, Khan has adjusted well to
life on the Hill. Besides taking
classes at the College, she participates in Campus Conversations on
Race (CCOR). On the nights
when meetings are scheduled,
Khan comes back to campus at 7
p.m. Sometimes she wanders over
to the Alfond Athletic Center to
visit her father, Sakhi Khan, who
coaches the men 's and women 's
squash teams.
Both Khan and Zhang have
Mayflower Hill in mind as they
apply to colleges. Their experiences as high school students on
campus have positively impacted
their views of the College. According to Zhang, taking a class on
campus was "a great choice."
Khan agreed and cited both the
high level of academics and her
overall positive experience at the
College as strong reasons for applying to Colby. "I feel like a lot
of people in Waterville are intimidated by Colby students," she
said. They have this stereotype of
what they are like, but taking
classes here as a high school student , I find that the [Colby] students are really helpful and really
open to talking to other students
and letting you get involved with
them. Colby students are some of
my best friends now."

From the Dean 's Office

October Disciplinary Statistics
Nineteen cases of: Underage
consumption of Beer & Wine all students were first-time offenders and were placed on Disciplinary Warning.
Eight cases of: Underage
consumption of Hard Alcohol all students were first-time offenders and were placed on Permanent Hard Alcohol Probation.
Two cases of: Drunk and
Disorderly Conduct - both students were placed on Disciplinary Warning.
One case of:
Disrespect ,
Drunk & Disorderl y Conduct student was placed on Disciplinary Probation for the remainder
of academic year, and asked to
write letter of apology to those
impacted by the behavior.
One case of: Vandalism -

Colby College Department of Security
Incident Report Log

student was placed on Disciplinary Probation for the remainder of academic year; paid a
$300 fine for tampering with an
exit sign .
One case of: Fire Safety Violation (burning a candle) - student was placed on Disciplinary
Warning; paid a $150 fine.
One case of: Noise Violation - student was placed on Disciplinary Warning.
Number of alcohol-related
visits to the emergency room:
Oct. '10: 13
Oct. '09: 14
Information provided by
Paul E. Johnston. Senior Associate
Dean of Students

Pugh CommunityBoard bringscfiveisily to ibre-roi-t
By ALUSON EHRENREICH
NEWS EDITOR

The Pugh Community Board
(PCB) is the College's student-run
programming board whose mission is to "help the community. ..become more aware of
multicultural ism and all the different issues that fall under that category," Nicole Murakami '11,
treasurer of PCB said. Its programs
"seek to affirm cultural differences
and educate the community on
multicultural issues," according to
the group 's webpage on the College's website.
"This year we've talked a lot
about how we perceive diversity.
It 's not just about race," Nicole
Sintetos '12, PCB chair, said.
In an October survey by the
Student Government Association,
54.1 percent of more than 900 student respondents replied "No" to
the question, "Do you think that
understanding of diversity issues
and support for multicultural affairs are lacking Colby?"

Cliff Katz '11, PCB secretary
said, "When I first saw those results, I was in shock."
The numbers seem discordant
with the communal outcry that
came with former Associate Dean
of Multicultural Affairsand Director of the Pugh Center Shontae
Praileau's resignation at the end of
September. Students and faculty
alike demanded an explanation for
her leaving—although none was
given—as well as campus conversations on diversity.
Murakami expressed similar
shock at the survey results. "I
think that many students are unaware of what is happening outside of their friend group or what
is happening on this campus," she
said. "I think [the lack of multicultural awareness] is a much bigger problem than a good 50
percent of our community realizes. I think that the biggest
issue.. .is solely being aware."
"It 's about becoming aware of
how your behavior affects those
around you," she said.
One of the biggest goals that
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Colby Taiko performs at PCB 's recent Pugh Club Palooza.

PCB, which is made up of 10 the Pugh clubs, such as Students
board members, is to help the Col- Organized for Black and Hispanic
lege realize just what multicultur- Unity (SOBHU), Gentlemen of
alism means and what it Quality and Colby HiHel. PCB is
encompasses. It is the dynamic in- one of the top programmers of the
teraction of different cultures and Pugh Center, and it often works in
social issues that we face as a com- tandem with many Pugh clubs.
munity; thus multiculturalism en- "We like to see ourselves in a relacompasses conversations ranging tionship with the Pugh Clubs, but
from race to gender and sexuality in no way are we in charge of
to religion to social class and other them. We want to support them but
factors that inform our identities.
that 's technically not our official
Some of the most intimate role," Sintetos said.
and
regular
Another cenPCB
events
tral goal of
are
the
PCB has been
monthly to bigetting people
monthly PC
into the Pugh
Coffees , holdCenter. Many
ing conversastudents do not
tions
on
know
much
topics ranging
about the Pugh
from
social
Center, or if
class to what
they do , they
may not feel
makes an avlike it is a
erage Colby
student.
place for them ,
"We're also
the executive
trying to get
board
said.
people to have
However, the
Nicole
Sintetos
conversations
Pugh Center is
Chair of PCB
that
they
a
beautiful
wouldn 't otherspace
with
wise
have."
comfortable
Katz said. The PC Coffees are couches that is open to everyKatz 's favorite PCB events be- one.
cause he feels like they "provide an
That is one of the reasons
outlet" for the important conversa- that both Murakami and Sintetions people on the Hill need to be tos love the Pugh Club Palooza.
having to grow and to learn about The second annual event took
themselves and the people in their place Thursday, October 28 and
community. "Judging by how well brought together many Pugh
our coffees have been attended, clubs as well as the College 's a
there are issues that, either because cappella groups for a ni ght of
of peer pressure or not enough time fun performances and events. It
at dinner..." students may not get brought a huge amount of trafaround to talking about, he said.
fic in and out of the Pugh CenPCB is not to be confused with ter, and members on the Board
the Pugh Center, which is the said that they saw people in
physical space within Cotter Pugh that had never been in
Union designated to promote mul- there before.
The event was a huge success.
ticultural
understanding and
growth. The Pugh Center houses
"At one point it was completely

packed and people couldn 't even
get through the door," Sintetos said.
PCB has worked to bring a wide
range of programming to the Hill.
In its first event of the year, Kyle
Abraham and his dance group
Abraham.In.Motion performed
"The Radio Show." His performance sold out within 10 minutes of
doors being opened and he received a standing ovation.
"There 's more than one way to
have dialogue about identity and
I' m glad that we brought a choreographer as our first event to make
that point," Sintetos said.
Despite Praileau 's surprise resignation, PCB has been functioning very well this semester.
"Because we have such a cohesive
Board, we're doing well. If anything, it fueled us to work harder.
Not that we had to prove ourselves .

but to prove that we could still keep
it together," Sintetos said.
She said that PCB has received
enormous support from Jed Wartman , associate dean of students
and director of campus life.
"Campus life has been just wonderful to us," she said. However,
'it 's hard to lose such a valuable,
important position and try to have
it be absorbed by an already incredibl y busy staff." Joe Atkins,
coordinator of multicultural student programs and support , has
also provided guidance to PCB
this semester.
"We're trying to get more people
into the Pugh Center and feel[ing]
like they belong [there] while still
doing dynamic programming," Sintetos said. "You're missing out if
you don 't go in there," she said.
"It's for everyone."

who has been affected by mental illness to help contribute to
the club 's effort. "Mental health
is a hard topic to talk about , because it can be reall y scary, but
I think it 's important that we do
[talk about it]. I think a lot of
people have had experiences
with [mental illness] but are reluctant to talk about them because they don 't think that
others have had them , too ,"
Myers said. "A lot of peop le feel
alone that don 't need to."
A c t i v e Minds is a small
group and Myers hopes that
more students w i l l join. She
also hopes to meet w i t h deans
at the College and start a peer
counseling service. "There
can always be more support ,"
she said. "If this is a conversation on campus people are
willing to have , I think people
w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y feel more
supported
No one should
suffer alone. "

tual job interviews at LARC. "Seniors could submit applications to a
list of employers for particular jobs
and could be invited to interview,"
she said.
All of the employers represented at LARC had at least one
Boston office and represented a
variety of career fields, including
non-profit organizations, government organizations, education and
finance, Ashton said.
Twelve students attended the
career fair portion of the event, and
16 students who attended LARC
completed a total of 35 interviews
throughout the day, Ashton said.
Although students missed a day of
classes on the Hill—busses left
campus at 6 a.m. and did not return
until 9 p.m.—LARC provided students with the opportunity to meet
a large variety of employers.
"Some of the employers that come
to [LARC] also come to campus,
[but] some of these are organiza-

tions that would never make the
trip up to Maine or would never
take the time to send somebody to
each of our colleges, but are interested in all of [the students at the
eight colleges]," Ashton said.
Nate Bangura '11 , an economics and government double major,
interviewed with two companies,
Cambridge Associates and Mathmatica Policy Research, while attending the fair."I thought it was
really helpful to get in so many interviews in one day and be able to
meet with companies," he said. "It
was a long day, but it was definitely a great experience."
Bangura said the Career Center
was "very help ful" throughout his
job search process. "They 're probabl y the best resource as far as
getting out there and finding a
job ," he said. "They make the
connections for you, rather than
having to go out and find these
other places."

We're trying to
get more people
into the Pugh
Center and
feelfing] like
they belong
[there] while still
doing dynamic
programming.
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Ky le Abraham and his dance group Abraham.In.Motion performed "The Radio Show " as PCB 's f i r s t event of the year,
bringing a different f o r m of dialogue about identity.

Sharing stories stresses mental health \ Recent j ob fair
By DEMN O'BRIEN
NEWS STAFF

According to the American Psychiatric Association, one in four
college students suffer from a
mental illness. That means that
currently, there are over 450 students suffering from a mental illness right here on the Hill.
These striking numbers are at
odds with an atmosphere on campus that is "generally apathetic" towards mental illness, according to
Abigail Myers '11. After overcoming her own problems with depression, Myers felt the need to
raise awareness at the College and
founded Active Minds, a club
aimed at erasing the stigma associated with mental illness.
"Once I began opening up about
my experience I started hearing
more and more similar stories
from other students at Colby,
which helped me feel better so I
thought that by writing them down

and sharing them, they might
make others feel better as well ,"
Myers said.
Myers' idea grew, and after receiving a multitude of anonymously submitted testimonials
from students on the Hill describing their personal experiences with
mental illness, she organized an
event to read the stories aloud. Students gathered in the Pugh Center
on Thursday, November 4 to listen
to these Narratives on Mental
Health, read by student volunteers.
The event was sponsored by Active Minds and Student Health on
Campus (SHOC).
"If you display anything but
carefree happiness, no-one will respect you at Colby. I expect to always feel uncomfortable and to
question every move I make. I see
no hope in the future," an anonymous student said in a letter.
Active Minds will be collecting submissions all year long
and Myers encourages anyone

LGBT CONFERENCE

By SARAH LYON
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Students from the Hill attended
the Liberal Arts Recruiting Consortium (LARC), a job and internship fair held in Boston, last
Friday, November 5.
LARC allows employers to
meet students from eight different
liberal arts colleges—Colby, Bates
College, Connecticut College, the
College of the Holy Cross, Mt.
Holyoke College, Smith College,
Trinity College and Union College—"who work together to
make this [event] happen every
year," Associate Director of the
Career Center Cate Talbot Ashton
'80 said.
Student from all class years were
encouraged to visit the fair to converse with over 40 employers and
learn more about job and internship
opportunities, Ashton said.
Many seniors participated in ac-
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Socioeconomic status difficult topic on campus
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Students find it difficult to discuss issues of socioeconomic differences among p eers on the Hill.

By LINDSAY PUTNAM
FEATURES EDITOR

With a comprehensive fee of
$51.990 for the 2010-2011 school
vear. Colby has become one of the
most expensi\e schools in the
country. For some students this
cost has little impact on their
financial budget , while for others
it represents a huge burden that
amasses large amounts of both
debt and stress over the four years
and beyond.
This range in student socioeconomic backgrounds contributes
greatly to the diversity of the
College, yet it remains a topic that
is rarely, if ever, discussed openly
on campus. Students feel embarrassed, and sometimes even
ashamed, of their social class
standing, no matter on which end
of the spectrum they fall. While
the College has made significant
improvements in order to both
attract and support students from
lower social classes, socioeconomic status is still stigmatized
on the Hill.
"A lot of assumptions are
made, and that 's largel y to the
extent that people are uncomfortable talking about [socioeconomLeslie
ic
backgrounds], '"
Hutchings ' 11 . the current president of the Student Government
Association (SGA). said. "I' m not
totally sure where we learned to
be uncomfortable talking about it ,
but we are. and a lot of times
because people are uncomfortable
talking about it or are afraid to

bring it up it isn 't acknowledged."
Despite the school's focus on
diversity in the past few years,
socioeconomic diversity continues to be a taboo topic on this
campus. Unlike racial identity,
many students feel that they can
hide their economic class standing fr om their peers. By dressing
a certain way or attending certain
events, students feel that they can
either play-up or play-down their

Students feel
embarrassed ,
and sometimes
even ashamed,
of their social
class standing,
no matter on
which end of
the spectrum
they fall.
class status.

But why do students on campus feel uncomfortable discussing
their economic backgrounds? Is
the Colby community conducive
to discourses concerning socioeconomic backgrounds, or are the
judgments of others too much for
many students to bear?
A student who wished to
remain anonymous addressed
these questions, saying, "I think

it 's hard to be open about your
socioeconomic background here ,
which is funny because 1 was
always very open about it before
coming to Colby. The reason why
it is hard here is because of the
negative or uncomfortable way
peop le react to your circumstances. In order to avoid causing
that feeling in others, you learn to
lie about yourself, what your parents do, etc., but in doing so it
causes one to feel as if they
should be ashamed about who
they are."
Shame regarding socioeconomic background , from all
points on the scale, has become an
accepted, and often ignored, reaction when discussions of wealth
in conversation.
come up
Hutchings admitted that this
social norm of hiding one's
socioeconomic class "almost further promotes this culture of
shame—shame on all fronts, usually more so at the poles."
"I think on the spectrum, on
each end, it 's hard to talk about it.
You don 't want to talk about it if
you are on financial aid, and you
don 't want to talk about if you 're
not on financial aid ," Nicole
Sintetos '12, Pugh Community
Board (PCB) chair, said.
Financial aid qualifications,
however, don't always accurately
portray a student's socioeconomic
situation. According to the financial aid website, 12 first-year students whose total parent income
was between $0-29,999 received
institutional grants, yet 23 first-

year students whose total parent
income
was
greater
than
$175 ,000 received institutional
grants as well. Usually the students in hi gher income bands
receiving financial aid are assisted due to multiple children
attending costly colleges at the
same time.
"When I went to school the
tuition wasn't so expensive so
that I never thought that somebody who didn 't get aid was really wealthy, whereas now I would
make that assumption," Steve
Thomas, director of admissions,
said. "If somebody can pay
$52,000 a year out of their cash
flow or assets that 's pretty good; I
make a pretty good salary, and I
couldn 't do it. "
The assumptions made about
students f rom upper and uppermiddle class backgrounds have
negative connotations, which may
or may not be true. "I sometimes
get the feeling that , yes, sometimes wealthier students are
embarrassed or at least hesitant to
share the extent of their families
wealth . There are just as many
people who flaunt it , though ," an
anonymous student said.
No matter how these students
portray their backgrounds socially, however, a strong focus of
PCB this year is to make students
"more aware of privilege, social
class and everything that comes
with it," Sintetos said.
"I never really thought of
social class before I got to Colby,
and it was a moment my freshmen
year when I realized how privileged I was, and I think that students who are privileged should
be able to say, 'Yes, I am privileged,' and not feel guilty about
it," Sintetos said.
PCB is hoping to bring socioeconomic status, as well as other
categories of diversity, to the
forefront of campus discussions
this year. Sintetos further
explained, "PCB this year is trying to break the image that diversity is only race, so our PC Coffee
topics are spreading from social
class to religion to politics. For
me, personally, I think that social
class is one of the topics that is
not talked about on this campus
but that everyone is touched by,
and it 's a difficult conversation to
have because it makes people
uncomfortable, but that 's not a
reason why we shouldn 't be having these discussions."

Hutchings acknowledged that
SGA is also addressing socioeconomic status of students at the
College.
SGA has created a taskforce
that is dedicated entirely to socioeconomic differences on the Hill.
Members of this taskforce conduct
interviews with a wide variety of
people on campus and collect
information about the issue.
Currently, 70 to 80 percent of
the taskforce is working on initiatives that will help alleviate the
extra costs of college, such as
books and supplies, for students
in need.
"We' re looking at textbook
rental services and coordinating
that with the library and the bookstore," Hutchings said. "In terms
of supplies, we just met with
[Assistant Director of Campus
Life] Katnna Danby and talked
about this initiative in which each
Community Advisor (CA) will
have a box of supplies in his or her
room, and he or she will announce
at the beginning of each semester,
'Listen, if you're struggling to put
together money to buy supplies
like binders, notebooks or pens, I
have some in my room. You can
come talk to me, and it will be
totally confidential .'"
The SGA crafted this initiative
in hopes that students who cannot

I'm not totally
sure where we
learned to be
uncomfortable
talking about
[socioeconomic
backgrounds]
...but we are.
Leslie Hutchings '11
SGA President

afford the supplies they need for
school will be able to receive
them free of cost. Other students
would donate supplies that they
no longer need to the SGA, and
the SGA or the Office of Campus
Life would cover the cost of any
extra supplies.
SGA also hopes to increase visibility funds that are available to
students in need. "A lot of times if
a student really wants to do things

on campus there are ways to find
money. The problem is that it can
sometimes be hard to find these
things. By senior year students
usually have the hang of things
and know where to look and what
resources to rely on, but especially as first-years you come in and
you're like 'I don 't know what to
do,'" Hutchings said.
The College's administration
has made several attempts to
diversify the social classes that
are represented on campus. "[The
diversity] has definitely broadened, really in any kind of diversity it has—geographic, ethnic
and certainly in socioeconomic,"
Thomas said. "I think our aid is
very generous for those who get
it; we meet the full need of every
admitted student."
Recent changes in the College's
policies have made a Colby education more accessible to students of
all socioeconomic backgrounds. In
2008 the College replaced the loans
awarded in financial aid packages
with grants, thereby significantly
cutting down on/decreasing students' debt after graduation. The
College also eliminated its application fee for students from Maine,
students submitting applications
electronically and students with
financial burdens.
The Career Center is also helping students from lower-class
families locate the resources and
privileges that are readily available to their wealthier peers.
While students with wealthy parents might have automatic connections that allow them to obtain
internships and jobs, the Career
Center enables all students to
make these connections through
networking opportunities and an
alumni database.
Increased dialogue about
socioeconomic diversity, however, will remain crucial in improving all students' experiences the
on the Hill. "I think [more discussion on socioeconomic status]
would be fabulous," Sintetos said.
"I think one coffeehouse on social
class is not enough, and it 's something we have to continue into the
next semester and the year after. I
think social class is one of those
aspects of an identity that can
remain invisible, and, just as with
race and sexual orientation, things
can be said when people aren't
aware that hurt others' feelings.
The more we talk about it, the
healthier our community will be."

Students seek the perfect study spot on the Hill
By DAN SUNDERLAND
NEWS STAFF

Finding unique study locales
has become an art for Colby students. The key is to find a place
that has a balance of comfort ,
efficiency, liveliness and tranquility that suits one's study style.
While some students seek secluded hideaways, others prefer the
classic settings that have been
used by countless students over
the years.
One obvious location that continues to be popular each year is
the Miller Library. The hallway
on the first floor , commonly
referred to as the Street, is a
favorite among many students It
is often used as a meeting place
for those working on group projects because of its central location on campus
However, some students say
that this popularity can make the
Street too crowded and too loud
For these people, there are hidden
stud> .spots within Miller. One of
these is between the stacks of
books on the third floor. Olga
Stepanova ' 11 said. "[The] third
floor is really quiet. And if you sit
in the stacks, you can nap shamelessl y between chapters "

"My favorite place is cubicle
2C-27 on the second floor of
Miller ," Kayla Lewkowicz '14
admitted. "It's close to the window where I can stare out at the
leaves, next to the heater so it's
nice and warm , and has a comfy

[The] third
floor [of Miller]
is really quiet.
And if you sit
in the stacks,
you can nap
shamelessly
between
chapters.
Olga Stepanova

Class of 2011

chair right next to it for when I
need to read. I j ust happened to sit
there during the first week and
now it 's my spot!"
A floor of Miller even more
desolate is the basement, where

first-year
Omari
Matthew
prefers to spend his study hours:
"The
Library basement [is]
quiet , nice, quaint..basically
everything is awesome."
Miller and other libraries on
campus, such as the Olin Science
Library and the Bixler Art
Library, are ideal study locations
because they provide convenient
resources. Each library is open
fairly late—midnight in Olin and
Bixler. 1 a.m. in Miller—so students can come and go even at
late hours. The large rooms are
relatively quiet with ample access
to books, computers, strong wireless internet and power outlets for
those working on laptop computers. Additionall y, the staff members at the libraries are always
available to assist students in
locating resources.
Students also take advantage of
other establishments around campus. Clay Brown '13 prefers .o
study in the Pugh Center because
"students rarely use the Pugh or
even know where it is... I have
[fewer] distractions and some of
my close friends are in the Pugh to
offer their help and comfort at hard
academic times during the year."
This comfort can also present
distraction. Bette Ha '14 said,
"I've also taken a liking to the
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Students study in the Olin Science Library awayf r o mthe crowds always prese ntin Miller Library.

Pugh Center, but their couches are
much too comfy and I always feel
like falling asleep."
When the libraries become
overcrowded, many students take
refuge in the various academic
buildings. Empty classrooms in
Mudd , Keyes and Runnals are
great for both individual and
group work. Isadora Alteon ' 13
uses one of the East Asian Studies
rooms on the fourth floor of
Lovejoy because it is a "great
p lace in the mornings when the
sun is shining and very quiet at

night." Kristin Robinson '14 likes
to study on the third floor of the
Diamond Building. "It 's so quiet
and it 's pretty much open all
night," she said.
While it may be too much of a
walk for some students, Charlie
Frank *13 said that his favorite
study spot on the Hill was the
Schair-Swenson-Watson Alumni
Center, claming it is "The quiestest
place to study is the Alumni
Library in the Alumni Center."
The common rooms and
lounges within the dorms are also

popular due to their convenience.
They allow the students to be
away from their rooms and to
meet others, while still being
within reach of any of their
belongings or supplies that they
may need. Similarly, a number of
students living in Foss
and
Woodman use the Foss dining
hall for late-night study sessions.
With only 35 days left until
exams begin , students are sure to
not only continue using these
secret spots but to invent new
ones as well .

FACULTY PROFILE: LAURIE OSBORNE

"She is little but she is fierce"

CHRIS KASPRAK/IHE COLBV ECHO

Laurie Osborne, the College 's resident Shakespeare expert, has been a member of the Colby faculty
since 1990. When she isn 't reciting Shakespeare, Osborne also sews and bakes f o r her colleagues.

By MICHAEL BROPHY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

When
Laurie
Osborne,
NEH/Class of 1940 distinguished professor of humanities,
English, came to Colby in 1990,
everybody referred to her as "the
new Mark Benbow," the longstanding English professor
whom she was replacing as the
department 's
resident
Shakespearian expert.
Though she has since outgrown the nickname by establishing her own identity as the
residential expert on everything
Shakespeare, when she first
arrived on the Hill the nickname
was so prevalent that even the
plumber who came to work at her
house greeted her by saying, "so
you're the new Mark Benbow."
But now Osborne is Colby 's
undisputed
Shakespearophile,
and she will quote and allude to
Shakespeare's plays much more
quickly and subtly than any normal human being can keep up

with. (Although, if you take the
time to ask her what she is talking
about she will gladly take the time
to explain it to you.)
Osborne developed her love
for Shakespeare while getting her
Masters at Syracuse University.
A comparative literature major in
English and French as an undergrad, Osborne did not intend on
specializing in
Shakespeare or
in staying at
Syracuse
for
her Ph.D. But
to
quote
Hamlet, "Our
wills and fates
do so contrary
After
run."
Osborne took a
class
on
Shakespeare
with Professor
jean nowaiu , MIC IUVCU uoui uie
subject and her new teacher so
much that she stayed at Syracuse
to get her Ph.D and she wrote her
dissertation on metadrama in
Shakespeare 's plays.

Though she loves few things
more than talking Shakespeare,
asking her to choose her favorite
Shakespearian work is an offlimits question. "No you can 't
ask me that," she chided me when
I tried. "Whichever one I'm
teaching at the moment.. .so as of
this Thursday it will be Othello,"
she said.
I hey re more
fun
together
than they are
separately," she
added , saying
that the most
fun part of the
semester for her
is when students have studies four or five
texts and they
start to see the
connections
ociwccn LIIC vvuiKv
In addition to being famous for
her Shakespearian expertise,
Osborne is, as Shakespeare says
in Twelfth Night, "a knitter and
spinner in the sun." She began her

Though she has
an impressive
resume of
published books
and articles,
Osborne's first
love is teaching.

hobbies of knitting, sewing and
making clothes as a child by using
two spoons with pointed handles
to knit. She now owns a wardrobe
which she estimates is roughly
half homemade.
When she is feeling particularly
ambitious she will even buy
sheep's wool and spin it into thread
or yam. She even grows her own
Japanese indigo leaves in her backyard to dye some of her clothes.
If you are a sewing enthusiast
yourself, you can find Osborne on
the knit and crochet online community Ravelry.com under her "secret
superhero identity" ThatLaurie.
She also loves cooking and
baking, and often shares what she
makes with her students or her
colleagues in the English department. She promises that this is not
a form of bribery to get her students and peers to like her better.
Rather, she says "I bake when I
get stressed and then I have to do
something with the stuff that I' ve
baked," so she hands it out in
class or leaves it in the department break room. And yes, she
does realize that baking for her
colleagues when she feels
stressed is not necessarily a very
good incentive for them to limit
her work.
Although her expertise is in
500-year-old literature, Osborne
is not afraid to take on more modem academic subjects. She also
studies and teaches classes in the
areas of film and other new forms
of media.
Though she has an impressive
resume of published books and
articles, Osborne 's first love is
teaching. She was the first female
recipient of the Senior Class
Charles W. Bassett Teaching
Award in 1999 and she will stop
at no lengths to improve the writing of her
students. As
Shakespeare himself said in .-(
Midsummer Night s' Dream, "She
is little but she is fierce. "

Alumna recognized for leadership
Williams noted
f or shaping the
f uture of Maine
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Peter Johnson '11 is the bassist f o r student band "The Joint Chiefs. ''''

Senior musician
with a knack for
the written word
Johnson p lays
bass, creative
writing minor

ing," Peter said. "It was great to
see Heights packed and people
dancing. Loud music and bright
lights bring out the best in everyone." He has also been a member of several other bands on
campus during his four years at
By UNDSAY PUTNAM
the College.
FEATURES EDITOR
Peter, along with "Joint
Chiefs"
bandmate
Zander
Koallick '11 , is also an officer of
"I think it would be cool to
write the next great American the Musician 's Alliance, a club
classic, but I don 't know if I dedicated to bringing together
could do that—that's kind of hard musicians on campus. "We
haven 't done that much in the
to say."
Peter Johnson ' 11 , a govern- past, and Zander and I want to
ment major and a creative writ- make it a lot more prominent on
campus," Peter said.
ing minor, has a passion for
The group has made several
writing. Peter, a former English
major, hopes to pursue a career strides this year—they recentin writing following his gradu- ly rep laced the aging drum set
ation from the Hill this coming and have further plans to put
on shows second semester to
spring, although he has still not
"increase visibility."
decided what form his work
The group's biggest concern
will appear in.
"My ambition after I graduate at the moment is locating a
is to be a novelist, so that 's really proper practice space for studriven my interest in doing fiction dent bands. Peter described
"right
how
writing here [at
now we have
Colby]," Peter
to practice in
said. His classes
the Mary Low
and professors
Coffeehouse,
at the College
which kind of
have certainly
sucks
for
encouraged his
everybody
interest in writbecause peoing, especially
Professor
of
ple in Mary
Low have to
English Jennifer
's
hear bass all
Boy Ian, Peter
the time if
advisor
and
live
"creative writthey
directly above ,
ing sensei."
there 's
According
Peter Johnson and
also
always
to Peter, his
Class of 2011
something
stories tend to
else going on
revolve around
"the dumb stuff kids do, [specif- in there and we can 't play past
ically] people our age and how 8 p.m."
Apart from his interests in
they screw up." While Peter
music and writing, the Seattle
admits that writing the next
great American classic would be native is also a self-proclaimed
an amazing feat, his main goal is omnivore, admitting that his
food preferences range anysimply to write a book that readwhere from vegan meals in Foss
ers can relate to closely.
"When I actually start writing to fresh seafood. "I had a vegan
lunch today, kind of by accibooks, I want to write the kind of
books that become people 's dent," Peter said. "[But] the best
favorite book, that they like talk- meal 1 ever had was on a kayaking
tri p
in
Southeastern
ing about with other people and
that they 're proud of represent- Alaska—we were about 50
miles from the closest town and
ing," Peter said.
a fishing boat pulled up next to
Recently, however, Peter
us and [a fisherman said], 'Hey I
extended his writing repertoire
with a newfound interest in jour- just caught some salmon but I
caught too much, do you want
nalism—he began writing foi
some?' So we got fresh salmon
insideColby this semester and is
that had just been caught ten
in the process of writing his first
piece for the publication. "I' ve minutes before....It was the best
been interested in doing journal- thing ever."
When Peter has time to himism, doing some reporting; I just
self, he gets to go back to one of
got into that this summer so I' m
the most lavish singles on camfeeling it out ," he said.
pus. "I do have a fireplace, it 's
When Peter isn 't occupied with
true," Peter confessed . While he
his writing, he spends most of his
has yet lo actuall y use the firefree time playing music. He is
currently the bassist for "The place, he does have plans to use it
Joint Chiefs," a student band that
in the near future.
"I' ve been accused of having a
had its first performance of the
'bachelor pad ' by some people;
semester this past Saturday in the
the bearskin rug will be coming
Heights lounge.
in soon."
"We had a great time play-

When I actually
start writing
books, I want
to write the
kind of books
that become
people's favorite
book.

By CATE DONOVAN
NEWS STAFF

Megan Williams '04 has built
the resume of a leader. Since her
graduation from the College as a
sociology and women's, gender
and sexuality studies double
major, Williams has been working locally as the executive director of Hardy Girls Healthy
Women (HGHW), where she
began as the first staff member
hired by the Waterville-based
group. Even so, her inclusion in
MaineBiz 's 2009 "Next List,"
which recognizes leaders in
Maine 's economy, came as somewhat of a surprise.
"I never thought of myself as
a leader, which is kind of a
funny thing because now I am
leading an organization...I also
never thought of myself as
impacting Maine's economy,"
Williams said. She added that
the
acknowledgement
by
MaineBiz "helped me rethink
my role at Hardy Girls, not just
leading the organization but
also investing in the next generation of Maine leaders."
Williams was involved in community service throughout high
school as well as during her four
years on the Hill.
"When I got to Colby and had
the opportunity to learn more
about the systems that shape our
communities, as people and as a
culture, I got really involved in
doing work with women and
girls," she said.
In fact, it was during her college years that Williams first
became involved with HGHW as
an intern. "When I first got the
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Megan Williams '04, right, received the Governor 's award f o r nonprofit excellence on behalf of HGHW.
opportunity to begin volunteering
with Hardy Girls during my
junior year, I found a great intersection between understanding
the systems that were in place and
doing
something
about
them...I think
that intersection
really
embodies what
Hardy
Girls
d o e s , "
Williams said.
HGHW aims
to provide programs and services
that
empower young
g irls, teenagers
and
women.
According to
the
HGHW
website, their vision "is that all
irls
and
women experience equalg
ity, independence and safety in
their everyday lives."
Williams' role in the organization has evolved during her
time as executive director. In

the beginning, according to
Williams, her job entailed
from
"almost
everything
answering telephones to developing and delivering programs
to
raising
money
to
working with
our board of
directors and
volunteers."
As the organization grew,
new
staff
members were
a d d e d .
HGHW
currently employs
a staff of five ,
including two
other
Colby
alumnae.
Thanks
to
the added help, Williams has been
able to focus her energy on the
expansion of the organization.
"My role has changed a lot and is
now focused more on the management of the organization ,
keeping an eye on the big picture

[Williams']
inclusion in
MaineBiz 's 2009
"Next List," which
recognizes leaders
in Maine's
economy, came
as somewhat of
a surprise.

and thinking strategically about
how Hardy Girls can grow,"
Williams said.
In addition to her work with
HGHW, Williams, who is originall y from Falmouth, ME, is
involved with KV Connect, a
networking group designed to
attract young professionals to the
Waterville area. She cites "brain
drain," or the migration of business people from Maine, as
being an important issue to her.
Therefore, her inclusion as one
of the youngest members of
MaineBiz 's Next List has significance in more ways than one.
According to Williams, since
the list was announced she has
discovered "a very strong network of young business owners
and leaders and politically
engaged people." She described
her recognition as "an example of
how young people can have an
impact on the state."
For Williams, the award also
has personal significance: "It
means a lot to be recognized as a
young person in Maine."

Ineffective SGA Polling

w

w w hile we at the Echo support the Student Government Association 's (SGA)
polling initiative, we believe that SGA Publicity Chair Justin Rouse 's recent presentation on behalf of the SGA Executive Board concerning the polling results from October demonstrate that SGA leaders are not listening to the student body as closely as they
ought to be. Rather, they are presenting the poll questions in a biased way that does not
allow for a comprehensive understanding of the school community's feelings toward the
complex issue of multiculturalism.
We would like to state very clearly that we believe the issue of diversity on campus
is a pressing one. What we would like to argue is that SGA is failing its student body
by not giving students a chance to offer their own views on the source of Colby 's diversity issues, but rather manipulating the student body into supporting its own agenda.
The first question of the survey asked, "Do you think that support for diversity issues
and support for multicultural affairs are lacking at Colby?" 54 percent of students responded "No." At the October 31 SGA meeting, Rouse commented that "half the campus is very aware of these things, and the people who are aware of them think they 're
a problem," and that otherwise, issues of muiticulturalism are "either a problem [the
remaining students are] not aware of or a problem they think doesn 't personally affect
them."
This analysis suggests that the students who responded "no " are either ignorant of or
are too selfish to care about what SGA sees as a clear problem. It presents a binary on
a rather complex issue; maybe students answered "no" because they don 't believe that
the issue with diversity is not necessarily a lack of support but could come from some
other cause like a lack or communication or a lack of organization.
The second question asked, "If you believe [support for diversity and multicultural
affairs] is a problem, which of the following is the biggest problem that SGA can address?" 57 percent of students answered "failure of Colby to have a senior-level Dean
devoted to Multicultural Affairs."
This question is an unfairly pointed one; the most popular answer for "what is the
biggest problem" begins with the word "failure." Maybe students truly do want a senior-level Dean of Multicultural Affairs, but SGA owes it to the student body to phrase
the question more fairly and not use the words "failure" to lead students to that answer.
What we take from this poll is that SGA has already made up its own mind regarding how they think the issue of muiticulturalism ought to b: solved, and they are using
this poorly worded, partial poll to justify their decisions. If we truly are going to solve
this very real diversity problem, we need the SGA Executive Board to work hard to
find out what the student body really wants.
-The staff of The Colby Echo
Correction: The Echo would like to correct its failure to recognize the Goldfarb Center for its incredible support of the Powered By Girl program 's participation in the
SPARK Summit. The Echo would like to recognize the tremendous time, effort and
financial contributions to make the trip to New York City possible.

THE COLBY ECHO

Let's take JanPlanback to its roots
As a former tour guide for admissions
at the College, I estimate that I have explained the concept of JanPlan at least 50
times. During every tour, as I walked
backwards out the side door of Miller, I
would give my spiel about January on
the Hill , naturally highlighting JanPlan's
purpose of allowing students to take a
class out of their comfort zone. Ideally, a
JanPlan would be a nongraded course
that would expand one 's academic experience. However, after seeing the JanPlan
class selection list and talking to students, I think I mislead numerous
prospective students.
Countless friends have talked to me
about needing to take a credit class in
their major so that they do not jeopardize
their GPA or because they do not want to
waste a month of school. I think the term
"waste" is painfully unfitting and its
usage grossly strains away f rom the original philosophy of JanPlan.
This year, there are only six classes on
the selection list with a "JP" designation;
with a few exceptions, the majority of
the classes offered this JanPlan are
graded courses that could be offered during a regular semester. While I acknowledge the benefit of allowing students to
complete a distribution requirement in a

shorter period of time, I think that Colby
is allowing students to miss out on an
enormous opportunity by not including
more JP classes.
Colby should create more JanPlan
classes that are aimed at giving students
real world skills that could help us get
jobs or at the very least, aid in our transition out of the bubble.
During my freshman and sophomore
years, I took graphic design and freelance writing, respectively. It was directly because of those classes that I got

This year, there
are only six classes
on the selection
list with a "JP"
designation.
an internship at the American Lung Association, something that will stay on my
resume for quite some time. Those types
of classes are exactly what should be filling the JanPlan course catalog—website
design, how to start a small business,
LSAT preparation, a citizen 's intro to
economics—because they would all benefit students.
While I am a huge advocate for liberal
arts education, I believe that all students
could benefit from an educational supplement that teaches us a transferable
skill. As the number of JP classes decreases with each passing year, Colby is
doing students a greater and greater dis-

service. We should have as many opportunities as possible to prepare for that
dreadful day when we are pushed off the
Hill and into the abyss that is real life.
Aside from skill-based classes, the
number of pass/fail courses available is
minimal. I will be the first to admit that I
am rather hesitant to take a class "out of
my comfort zone" knowing that it can adversely affect my GPA. Academic departments should offer more non-graded
classes that allow students to explore different subject material without great risk.
Not only do these courses give students a
broader knowledge base, they may even
spark a student's interest in a department
they were weary to initially explore. In a
few circumstances, they may even be
considered fun.
Making courses that are fun does not
mean that students will not gain anything from them. Classes can still be engaging, intellectual and useful without
requiring hundreds of pages of reading
piled on top of numerous papers each
week. Frankly, it would be good for
many of our classmates to take their
noses out of a textbook for more than a
bathroom break.
I would be remise if I failed to acknowledge the work that faculty put into
designing JanPlan courses; it is an enormous job. That being said, I believe that
the College should give academic departments different goals in course development. Returning to JanPlan 's original
goals and adding skill-based courses
would undoubtedly contribute to the
Colby education and foster a productive,
yet relaxed, month.
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Some of the beautifulfall foliage in a scenic orchard in Bourgogne. France, where Lucy Wilhelms '12 is studying abroad
Dear Colby,
Almost two weeks ago, despite my optimism and my general cheeriness, despite (or perhaps because of) my high
expectations, I found myself dispirited
and disappointed with my study abroad
program. It had been almost two months
since the Colby in Dijon program had
started and I felt that I was not as fluent in
French as I'd hoped to become and that
the program was not at all what I had been
expecting. It was hard to see freshmen
learning to drink, it was difficult to find
classes that would count toward either of
my majors and it was tough trying to fit in
with my host family. However, instead of
moping for my final six weeks in Europe,
I decided to spend two weeks visiting
friends in other abroad programs in hopes
of coming to terms with Colby in Dijon
and renewing my excitement and pleasure to be living in France.
Before I left Dijon , I briefly addressed
my major concern—fluency in my chosen language—by having my host brother
look over the first paragraph of a literature paper. Although I had made a few
mistakes, those mistakes were merely the
result of thoughtlessness rather than of ignorance, representing a big step forward
for me. Roughly three days later, I arrived
in Germany and asked a friend studying
there about his program. Without any
prompting, my friend told me about his
own difficulties with spoken fluency and
his frustration with his group 's (understandable) desire to speak English while
together. My relief was almost palpable; I

had honestly thought that mine was the
only group facing this problem.
Another friend—studying in Greece—
told me (without any encouragement)
about the relationship between the thirdyears on her trip and alcohol . According
to my friend, these juniors drink as though
just learning how; they have no concept
of personal limits, similar to some of the
first-years in Dijon. While the first-years
have the excuses of genuine ignorance, a
desire to find friends and the need to fit
in, the third years on my friend's program
who over-indulged have no such readily
apparent extenuating circumstances.
While most students do drink responsibly,
it appears that, no matter which program
I had chosen, there would be students
who choose to drink to get drunk.
Sometime during the second week of
my stay in Dijon , I took a closer look at
the requirements for my French major and
realized that none of the classes offered
directly by the Colby in Dijon program
would count toward either of my majors
(I had completed all the 200-level classes
permitted for the French major). The realization that I had just spent nearly 50
grand on a semester in which none of my
classes would count toward my degrees
gave me a panic attack , as you can imagine. Finding classes that would count toward my majors was more stressful than
1 might have hoped , but it ultimatel y
worked out. 1 just wish that any of the
three people who knew the major requirements and the classes I'd already
taken had warned me of this possibility

before I left. In Switzerland, a third friend
told me of her markedly similar experiences and her struggle to find professors
who would permit her to take their classes
for a shortened semester (she's leaving in
December and the semester ends in January). As unfortunate and difficult as the
situation is and was, I'm grateful to know
that the third-years in Dijon were not
alone in their struggles to find classes.
My final obstacle—my flailing attempts to fit in with my host family—are,
as of yet, not totally resolved. My host
brother has been wonderful, friendly and
very sympathetic. However, I barely
know my host father, and my host mother
and I are... working things out. I' m hopeful that by mid-December, I will be at a
point where I'll be horrified at the
prospect of leaving them, but I' m not
there yet.
In short, studying abroad is more difficult than you 'd think and hard in ways
you wouldn 't expect. However, my experiences during the excursions to the Loire
River Valley and the Cote d'Azure, to
Germany and Greece and to Switzerland
and England are simply unbeatable. There
aren 't words for the grandeur of what I' ve
seen, nor expressions for what I' ve lived.
Europe 's majesty, living history and multi faceted culture set it apart from any
other place on earth; in spite of everything
(or perhaps because of it), I know that I
will always look back on these four
months in France this semester as some
of the best months of my life.
-Lucy Wilhelms'12

Scandal seasonbegins In defense of reading books—onpaper

LET ME BRING THIS DOWN TO YOUR LEVEL

After a nationwide political battle that
lasted many months and cost millions of
dollars, I have just one thing to say: amateur hour is over. Don't get me wrong; I
think it's absolutely precious that political candidates invested so
much time and energy
campaigning for ultimately meaningless offices. But paying attention
to the midterm elections is
like watching Arena Football: it is a huge waste of
time and people will think
you are weird for doing
so. Finally, though, Americans can stop pretending
and really get angry about
politics. That 's right folks.
It 's time to start campaigning for the 2012
Presidential election.
In just under two years, you will be
standing in a voting booth, ready to make
the second most important decision of
your life. Only one decision is more important: which news outlet you should
follow. Do not make this choice lightly.
There are many newspapers and channels
out there. They will try to woo your attention with news exclusives, informed
political commentary and sexually attractive newscasters (Morning Joe? More like
Morning Wood). But 1 promise you,
friend , that only in my column will you
find vitriolic opinions , illogical connections and a complete disregard for proper
journalistic rules of engagement. Just kidding; everyone will be doing this. I just
do it better.
In order to kick off the season properly,
I must present ypu with my predictions.
Who will the candidates be? Who will be
nominated? What am 1, a genie? I can't

answer these questions. Probably a Republican and a Democrat, if I had to
guess. Barack Obama wouldn't be a bad
guess (for which party I have no idea). Instead, I will provide my predictions on a
more interesting part of the political
process: scandals.
Scandal is the lifeblood of politics.
Why do Americans pretend to care
about things like the economy and the
sanctity of marriage? Because, deep
down, all we want is to see politicians
accept huge bribes or violate the sanctity of marriage with a prostitute in a
Holiday Inn (preferably
both). Each election season, cable news outlets
compete to create the
most despicable and slanderous accusations about
the candidates. And like
clockwork, the same candidates become involved
in scandals that make the
imagined scandals look
like boyish pranks.
We may have been
spoiled by recent candidates like Christine "Not a
Masturbating
Witch"
O'Donnell, but Americans
have come to expect a certain degree of
insanity from their electoral candidates.
Here are some scandals I hope to see
emerge over the next two years:
1. Sarah Palin is actually one
dwarf standing on the shoulders of
another dwarf.
2. Barack Obama doesn't wash his
hands, and watches Glee.
3. Joe Biden is only 14 years old, and is
therefore ineligible to be Vice-President.
4. Glenn Beck is merely Daniel DayLewis in a piece of method acting gone
horribly awry.
5. Mike "The Situation" Sorrentino
fails to clinch the Republican nomination
because of his controversial stance on
Cap-and-Trade.
It 's going to be a long two years,
friends. Remember: relax, don't trust anybody and your vote probably won't make
a difference

Scandal is the
lifeblood of
politics. Why
do Americans
pretend to
care about
things like the
economy?

A newdialogueonfear

Early in the morning-on October 30th,
Stephen Colbert Tweeted, "Early estimate
of the crowd size at Rally: six billion."Most
of those people were invisible, a terrifying
thought! The corporeal participants numbered about 200,000. Fear was rampant, as
evidenced by the high police presence. Of
course, the strong police presence might
have been due to an appearance by formerterrorism-blacklist musician, Yusef Islam, also
known as Cat Stevens.
Rally
participants
stretched to the Washington Monument, filling almost the entire National
Mall with signs, costumes
and a common purpose: to
keep fear alive in our
media discourse. Men and
women from across the
country gathered to remind
us that 'Obama-Biden'
sounds a lot like 'Osama
Bin Laden ' and that we ought to focus on
how scary that fact i s rather than on the substance of the debate between Republicans
and Democrats.
For three hours, proud Team Fear
members celebrated our escape from the
tyranny of reason. The brave leader in
being scared, Stephen Colbert, fought
valiantly against the Stalin-esque Jon
Stewart and his movement to bring down
the iron curtain of sanity on Washington,
D.C. But in the end, Stewart's reason
overcame even Colbert 's fear of bears and
feces particles on hotel remotes.
Instead of ceding the floor to someone
who is qualified to speak about Stewart's
message, like Robyn Wardell—which
would be over-the-top sane—I'll take
care of it in the only way I know how:
polemic. Stewart said that we should be
nice and courteous because that 's our nature. What is not in our nature, according
to Stewart, is contributing to the highly

divided and crazed national atmosphere
that we see played out daily on CSPAN.
In consequence, we lose sight of what is
important and what is best for America
(note: Stephen Colbert is best for America
because he is America. Stewart is obviously wrong about everything). The pundit cried, "When we amplify everything,
we hear nothing."
But , for us fearful—
and formerly fearful—
we are left wondering:
if Stewart has banished
fear, where has it
gone? What is it planning? When will it return? If it is no longer
American to be fearful ,
are the fearful of us
now terrorists? Should
we now be terrified of
ourselves?
Some president of
some country once
said, "We have nothing to fear but fear itself."Andasonerallysignread,"Fearwon 't
fearitself."Sogetoutthere,oye fearful, and
fear the specter of the fear that Stewart has
expelled from ourmidst.
Oh, and by the way—Robyn, you maniacal ginger, you smell like cat food, hate
donuts, bleed corrosive acid , club baby
seals to death with poached elephant
tusks, pour crude oil on children after you
steal their candy and Leonardo DiCaprio
hates you. Also, sources tell me that
you 're actually a flesh-eating robot posing as a vegetarian human. It 's insane how
much that scares me.
I stood in a sea of nearly silent thousands, probabl y the most civilized demonstrators that Washington, D.C. has ever
seen—and I tell you, insanity and fear
were nowhere to be found. Don 't let Mr.
Yohai scare you with tales of extremes. No
baby seal clubbing was reported and there
were no Hummers set on fire. The general

I stood in a sea
of nearly silent
thousands...I tell
you, insanity
and fear were
nowhere to be
found.

During the last decade, mankind has
made some pretty impressive advances
in technology and entertainment. We've
witnessed the rise of YouTube, plugged
in our Tivos, and we feel like we're
missing an appendage if we leave our
iPods, digital cameras and cell phones
at home. I will freely admit it right
here: I am a Facebook fiend. I can 't
leave the house without my iPod, and
any value a watch had went out the
window when I got my first cell phone
in middle school. So far, I have welcomed these changes with enthusiasm,
recognizing their value and the positive
effect they have on our lives. This was
until October 19, when 1 read an article in the New York limes that seemed
to criticize college students' abstention
from the growing eBook trend. Now
call me old-fashioned, but I have to
ask: when did books made from actual
paper become such a terrible thing?
Ask anyone that knows me, and they 'll
tell you that I'm a bookworm. Along with
a mini-fridge, my roommates and 1
brought a full bookshelf to make us feel at
home. This may make me a little bit biased
to this particular issue, but in any case, I
look at eBooks like I look at drinking or religion: it 's a personal choice. Personally, I
can 't read off of the backlighting of a Kindle or Nook (the Barnes and Noble equivalent), and the idea that a slab of plastic and
metal as thick as my index finger is the
same as a 400-page tome just feels coun-

terintuitive. I like going to the bookstore
and spending time browsing the shelves
and sitting in the cafe with a coffee and a
stack of paperbacks, trying to figure out
which ones are worth the twelve bucks. If
I can't make the change to eBooks in my
free time, why would I do it for college?
While these kinds of readers may be
fine for the beach or the train , I really
can 't think of a place for them in the
classroom. You don 't have to worry about
a book only having five minutes of power
left on it when you're sitting in the Street
at 2 a.m., or experience a near-breakdown
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when something short-circuits and all of
your highlighted passages are suddenly
erased. Book pages can rip occasionally,
but at least you don 't have to be paranoid
about cracking them if you put down your
backpack the wrong way. Sure, textbooks
cost more, but there 's always the option
of selling them back , renting or buying
used. Putting my own problems with
eBooks aside, there are still a lot of places
in which e-reading isn 't even allowed. We
live in the age of Facebook , something
that isn 't lost on the adults around us.
Sure, we can say that we're going to write
our Political Theory essay right when we

get back to our room, and we'll probably
get it done in time—but how long do we
spend checking status updates and posting pictures in between?
In three of my four classes, the professors explicitl y told us that having laptops
or any kind of electronic device was discouraged (the fourth was calculus). If they
don 't want a MacBook or iPad , wh y
would they think a Kindle or a Nook is
much better? They both offer internet access, and to be honest, I can 't say that I
wouldn 't be tempted if it was sitting right
in front of me. If books became a part of
our technology, an icon on a screen next
to Facebook instead of a stack on your
desk, which would you choose?
My name is Julianna Haubner, and
I' m proud to say that my books are made
from all-natural, tree-grown paper. I'm
not against the environment and I'm not
anti-progress or technology. If I see you
with a Kindle, don 't worry—I'm not
going to come up and start lecturing you
on the wrongs of having your words on a
screen instead of on a page. To each his
own. Reading is supposed to be something that we do for ourselves, not something we do to keep up with a trend. Call
it old-school, call it lame, call it whatever
you want. All I' m asking is, what 's
wrong with keeping some part of our
lives human? The adults around us are
constantly saying that we're becoming
too dependent on the technology that has
become part of the everyday. Let 's leave
some things free of metal and circuits
and prove all of them wrong. Next time
you 're in Miller, head for the Popular
Books section instead of the Multimedia
Room. When you have a free hour, instead of spending it on Facebook , get
through a chapter of Twilight. Or try
something a little more substantial.
You'll thank yourself later.

Fast times at Thayer Campus High
ble) wag that I became the best dancer
the world has ever known. Imagine the
dancing abilities of Michael Jackson,
Jamiroquai in the music video for "Virtual Insanity" (YouTube it if you don 't
know what I' m talking about), Prince,
Funky Bunch-era Mark Wahlberg and
Jesus all fused into one package, with not
only the moves but also the combined
sex appeal of these aforementioned individuals. Impressively, I managed to pull
off my dancing display with my hands

An acutely intoxicated late-night sojourn at MaineGeneral Medical Center 's
luxuriously appointed Thayer Campus
branch in Waterville (located conveniently on North Street, just down the
hill and on the other side of the railroad
tracks from Colby College) is sadly
something of a rite of passage for many
students who pass through Colby 's
ranks. Many a current and former student can ruefull y recall (or perhaps more
accurately, cannot recall at all) the fateful evening when their excessive partying landed them in the hospital.
For those who are curious to know what
it 's like (or perhaps those first-years planning on making a trip to the hospital during
some upcoming weekend) when the Orloff
Monster lands you in room C15 of Thayer
Campus ER with an IV in your arm and a
vomit bucket in your lap, allow me to enlighten you with my unfortunately firsthand account of the experience.
It goes without saying that whoever
ends up in the hospital has consumed a
disgusting amount of alcohol in order to
do so, so I'll leave out the full details of
what I actually drank that early February
evening my freshman year (I should note
that it was also the evening when Girt
Talk was performing on campus and my
friends ended up missing the concert in
order to take me to the hospital , a great
credit to their character but a revelation
that made me feel like even more of a
bum the next day).
What I do recall after reaching the
point of no return that evening (the point
when it dawned on me from somewhere
deep in my drunken subconscious that 1
had never been quite this intoxicated before and that I might be in serious trou-

still duct taped to 40 U.S. fluid ounces of
Steel Reserve High Gravity Lager, often
employing the bottle as a prop in my routine or using it to add emphasis to my
pelvic thrusts (I must admit , my routine
that evening was a little heavy on pelvic
thrusts). Sadly, the only people who ever
got to witness this titillating show were
the four other guys 1 was sitting around
drinking with at that point in the evening.
I'm going to skip ahead to the point
at which I actually arrived at the hospital , thereby skimming over the part of
the story where a Colby security officer
was so impressed by my performance of
the famous vomiting scene from The Exorcist that I was doing for my friends
outside of Pulver Pavilion—with myself
in the role of the possessed Regan MacNeil and a snow bank play ing the part
of Father Damien Karras (the snow bank
was no Jason Miller, but it sufficed as
an adequate stand-in for my brief performance)—that he sent me immediately

to the Health Center.
. :
^
The details concerning the actual-trip
to the hospital are a bit hazy, but I'll always remember what happened (or
rather, who I met) after I got settled in to
my comfortable new lodgings at the hospital with my own special bag of delicious IV fluid beginning to course into
my veins. That night I met the love of
my life. She was a nurse at Thayer Campus. I'm not sure if she still works there
now. I don 't know her name, but that 's
not important. What I do know is that we
were deeply in love, and that she was the
most beautiful woman I had ever seen,
and that I charmed her instantly with my
wit and intelligence.
My friends (who accompanied me to
the hospital) tried to tell me later that my
nurse was actually a 35-year-old pregnant mother of two from Winslow, that
I spent the evening mumbling incoherently and cursing periodically instead of
smooth-talking her and that the nurse
was offended by my profanity and asked
me to stop swearing. It was clear to me
that my friends were saying this because
they were jealous (and perhaps a bit
bothered by the fact that they were missing the concert to look after me), jealous
of the instantaneous, undeniable and
powerful connection between this
woman and myself. How could they ever
know what we felt for each other, what
we still feel for each other?
That pretty much concluded my hospital visit. I imbibed the rest of my IV
bag, bid farewell to my love, and returned to Colby 's Health Center to
spend the night sleeping on a cot with
my jeans on. In summation, I wouldn 't
recommend being hospitalized for acute
alcohol intoxication. Yes, you do get a
great abdominal workout from all that
retching, but the cons far outweigh the
pros. That being said, you never know
when you might be lucky enough to
happen upon life-altering romance in the
confines of a hospital room. It 's just
something to keep in mind.

mood was one of, "Can 't we all just.. .get
along?" This rally was severely antiyelling, to the extent that any moderately
loud peep in the crowd was returned with
anxious glances that pleaded, "Please keep
it down." I don 't want to make it sound
like everyone was a square. The hushed
mood wasn't one of a lack of excitement
or energy; it was a sincere attempt at trying to hear what was going on. Stewart
and Colbert expected a crowd of 60,000
and created the infrastructure appropriate
for that number. More than 200,000 were
in attendance, so that meant half of us re-

ally could not see or hear a thing.
It was disappointing, but 1 think 1 got the
point of the rally regardless. The majority
of the impressively clever signs and Stewart 's sentiments (that is, what I could hear
of them) were just anti-aggression , procivilized discourse. Of course, there were
exceptions, made by people who really
just didn 't get it. For instance, one sign
read "Republicans Suck." Not only is that
unoriginal, but it swam against the rally 's
current that flowed toward mutual respect
and understanding for everyone. The rally
was really just a tame and yet entirel y

goofy (1 guess that's a little oxymoronic.)
mass of people saying it 's fine to disagree,
but gosh dam it , be nice about it.
Oh, and by the way—Mike, I know
that you want to incite fear in the
hearts of Colby students. Believe you
me, I see where you are coming from.
I mean , who could fear your luscious
ringlets and your affinity for all things
CareBear? But , I' m going to have to
respectfully disagree with you on this
one and push for fear to step aside and
sanity to reign. Also , you 're wrong
about me. I' m not a vegetarian .

I don't know her
name, but that 's
not important.
What I do know is
that we were
deeply in love.

The Last Days of Judas Iscariot

WEDNESDAY
Mobile Phones and Economic
Development in Africa

Diamond 122
4 p.m.
Are mobile phones transforming development in
Africa , or have they been over-hyped? Professor
Jenny Aker of Tufts University argues that the
truth is a little of both. Ake r will discuss the
ways phones create new possibilities but also
exhibit limitations. Aker argues that while phones
are not a silver bullet , the ability to dial can
improve poverty in Africa.
A Nation Divided :
The 1860 Election of Abraham Lincoln
Diamond 142
7 p.m.
On the sesquicentennial of the Civil War, this
panel will dive into the election of 1860 that led
to South Carolina 's secession.
Visiting Writers Series:
Poet Adrian Matejka
Miller Library — Robinson Room
7 p.m.
Adrian Matejka 's first collection of poems , The
Devil 's Garden , won the 2002 Kinereth Gensler
Awa rd from Alice James Books. His second
collection , Mixology, was a winner of the 2008
National Poetry Series and was nominated for an
NAACP Image Award. His work has appeared or is
forthcoming in America n Poetry Review and The
Bes t American Poetry 2010.

Runnals — Strider Theater
7 p.m.
Set in a time-bending, darkly comic world
between heaven and hell, The Last Days of
Judas Iscariot reexamines the plight and fate of
the New Testament's most infamous and
unexplained sinner. Contemporary playwright
Stephen Adly Guirgis invites us to ponder the
absurdities of applying a set of 2000-year-old
rules of conduct to a 21st-century world,
asking "why" at every turn of this intricately
plotted and shockingly witty play.

Colby Improv Show

Cotter Union — Lower Programming Space
9 p.m.

Helping Hands Food Drive
Cotter Union — Pulver Pavilion
7 a.m.

Early Music Ensembles:
Caravaggio 's SoundScape

Lorimer Chapel
7:30 p.m.
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio (d. 1610), the
most famous painter in Rome during the early
part of the 17th century, was known for his
dramatic depictions of subjects that ranged from
saints to sinners, and often, musicians. Colby
Collegium Chamber Singers and Players mark
the 400th anniversary of Caravaggio's death with
a program that brings to life the vocal and
instrumental music of his world.

FRIDAY
MONDAY
Helping Hands Food Drive
Cotter Union — Pulver Pavilion
7 a.m.

Judaism and Islam:
An Age-Old Conflict

The Last Days of Judas Iscariot

Cotter Union — Pugh Center
7 p.m.

Runnals — Strider Theater
7 p.m.

TUESDAY

SATURDAY
Colby Jazz Band: Small vs. Large

THURSDAY

SUNDAY

Bixler — Given Auditorium
7:30 p.m.
Colby Jazz Band explores the similarities and
dissimilarities of the small ensemble versus the
big band. Guest artist Colby Symphony Orchestra
director and jazz guitarist Jonathan Hallstrom
joins in for an exploration the differing sounds
and techniques that these two ensemble
groupings bring to the improvisational table.

Shelter: Where Harvard Meets the
Homeless, with Scott Selder

Diamond 122
7 p.m.
Scott Seider, Assistant Professor of Education
at Boston University, will discuss the Harvard
Square Homeless Shelter (founded in 1983), the
only student-run homeless shelter in the United
States, and the powerful interactions between
Harvard students and the homeless that take
place at the shelter.
www.weather.com
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CELEBRATING DIWALI

PROCRASTINATE WITH SUDOKU
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CHRIS KASPRAK/THE COLBY ECHO

This past Saturday, students lined up f o r the delicious foods served at the Diwali festival .
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STUDENTS IN THE SPA

How would you celebrate your release from prison?

WWW.THECOLBYECHO.COM/ BLOG
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"I'm tired of the hoot and hollerin',
I'm 'bout to take the coupe to Collins,
then take a female to the island."
Eddie
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After a long eight-month sentence
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Rikers Island prison for weapons
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charges, beloved artist Lil Wayne
has finally been released as of last
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including Arizona, New Orleans,
Las Vegas and Miami. When asked
about his newfound freedom,
Do something just as stupid to
Weezy
responded the only way
§et back in it."
he knew how: "It's unexplainable,
—Maggie Taylor '13
words can't explain. I'm good with
words, and I can't explain."
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JOKAS '
SPECIALS
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Blue Moon Grand Cru
Bel gian Ale 25.4oz

EARLY START TO THE SEASON

Now $1.99 or $19.99 for case of 12
+ tax and deposit

Smirnoff Variety 18 Pack
Now only $14.99 + tax and deposit

Dona Paula Argentinian
Malbec
Now only $6.99 + tax and deposit
Open Sun-Wed until 9 p.m.,
Thurs until 10 p.m.,
Fri & Sat until midnight
We now have the largest selection of domestic and import
beers in Central Maine.

873-6228

JOKAS' DISCOUNT BEVERAGES
52 Front St., Waterville, ME
NCKIODiCE THE COlB* ECHO

The 2010-2011 ski season already began at Sunday River, where artificial snow covers two trails.

I

www.aceshowbiz. com

^¦pfw^^^HfflH B^l
V i^j iUfl
^^

I

¦
"

¦

'

¦

- ¦¦ - ¦ "¦

"does it right
Production of The Laramie
Project

Play based on
real lif e murder of Matthew
Shepard
maintains its
emotional
immediacy
By QAINAT KHAN
A&E EDITOR

There are some works of art
that move you so deep ly as to be
indelible in your conception of
yourself and the journey you
decide to embark on
The
Laramie Project was that work
of art for me.
The Laramie Project is constructed from a series of interviews Moises Kaufman and
members of the Tectonic Theater
Project conducted with residents
of Laramie. Wyoming regarding
the murder of gay student
Matthew Shepard in 1998.
Matthew was abducted, beaten ,
tied to a fence and left to die on
the outskirts of Laramie. The
play deals with the town 's relationship to this violent incident.
It seems tragically appropriate that Powder and Wig 's staging coincided with national
attention regarding queer youth
who committed suicide because
of homophobic bullying. In
some ways it is wonderful , this
new national attention to homophobic bull ying.
In some ways it is frustrating
that only now are we realizing
the depth to which homophobia
cuts down kids (regardless of
their sexual orientation). Queer
kids have been killing themselves and have been killed by
homophobia for far longer than
when we decided to wear purp le
to show our support.
Sitting in the dark theater as a

senior in college all I could
t h i n k about was being a
senior in high school four
years earlier. Then came those
lines that moved and changed
me so much:
"The only place he did not
have blood on him, on his face,
was what appeared to be where he
had been crying down his face."
1 am sixteen again. 1 am surrounded by strangers at a performance of The Laramie Project as
an assi gnment for my senior
English class. I am discovering
for the first time that gay people
exist. 1 am discovering, for the
First time, the kind of violence
perpetrated against an entire
group of people who I had no
idea existed. What a terrible
world. I feel the tears coming.
Directed by Andrew Cox '11 ,
Powder and Wig's production of
The Laramie Project was simply
staged: the town and the theater
company are performed by 11
actors. With a handful of props
handled by actors , who change
into and out of clothes on stage
to represent their different characters , the p lay makes the audience extremely aware that this
is a dramatization , but without
an alienating effect. In fact, the
opposite is true. Despite its
intentional discontinuities and
its pastiche texture, the play
keeps its emotional grip on you
throughout.
Kudos to Cox 's direction in
this play for preserving the
aspects that make it so effective.
The play could be staged so as to
turn didactic , even melodramatic,
but Cox recognized its power
rests in its quasi-journalistic bent ,
its sense of removal combined
with intimacy.
The play captures the humanity of this town. You never reall y
know the residents as characters
(which is not the point), although
you remember some quite well.
But they make up the town, and
together, in their complexities
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Powder and Wig s production of "The Laramie Project exp lores the relationship of the town of Laramie to the homophobic murder of
Matthew Shepard. Students take on multiple roles as residents of the community and members of the theater group who wrote the play.
and contradictions, you get an
idea of this town. Laramie might
be middle-of-nowhere, smalltown America, but it is complex,
despite the idealizations we project on it.
The p lay is also effective
because it does not (per se) project jud gments on the residents ,
even when they say homophobic
things , or continue to be narrowminded. The audience gets the
impression , and is allowed to
make its own jud gments based
on each audience member 's
experience.
Student actors handled their
difficult parts well , transitioning
between multi p le characters ,
sometimes even in one line and
capturing their characters ' horror, ugliness, confusion , anger

and spirit. At this point in the
review. 1 just want to publicly
thank the entire cast and crew
of Laramie for making it so
excellent and for carry ing the
wei ght of its responsibilities.
Although the ensemble played
off each other extremely well , I
want to single out Rhiannon
Ledwell '11 in her turn as the
hospital administrator at the hospital in which Matthew died.
Ledwell was excellent and
emotionally beautiful and complex. We hear her character
reflect on his expectation to be
professional , his own distaste for
the "homosexual lifestyle" but
his ultimate breakdown on
national television when he
announced Matthew 's death.
Because whether or not he dis-

agrees with homosexuality, he
knows someone is never going
to be able to tell her child she
loves him again.
I did a Google image search
of Matthew Shepard afterwards;
I wanted to see his face. 1 have
always been struck by the
sequence which takes the audience through finding Matthew 's
body: First with the bicyclist
who found Matthew, initially
thinking his body was a scarecrow, not a real person. Then
the officer who first responded ,
anguished that the only clean
part of his face was where his
tears washed away the blood.
Finall y, the doctor who first
treated Matthew, grappling to
understand that the sheer brutality that disfigured Matthew 's

face, was perpetrated by another person. '
Matthew 's face is one of the
most transcendently beautiful
faces I' ve seen: glowing, androgynous, intangible, vulnerable; a
face that would inspire a work of
art. Not beautiful in the shallow,
sexualized form of the word, but a
beauty that makes you recognize
a shared humanity and makes you
feel at peace. That kind of beauty.
I imagine (and hope) that
Matthew and so many uncommemorated beautiful human
beings who lost to homophobic
violence can inspire a kind of
transcendent humanity. This
play 's existence and the fact that
I was not the only one crying
softly in the end, certainly suggests they have.

Exhibitbridgesgap between art faculty, students, public
By CAITLIN VANCE
NEWS STAFF

Each fall , the Colby College
Museum of Art invites members
of the Colby Studio Art faculty
to exhibit their recent work . This
year 's exhibition includes paintings, prints, p hotographs, sculptures and other works by Bevin
Engman , Gary Green. Maggie
Libb y. Harriet M atthews, Abbott
Meader , Nancy Meader , Garry
Mitchell and Scott Reed.
The faculty exhibition opens
dialogue between professors ,
students and members of the
community through the art itself
and through the gathering of
community members in the
Museum. Professor Fmiritus
Abbott Meader noted the faculty exhibit expedites, "everything a college seeks to do and
to nurture involving] communication , interaction , exchange
and discourse. "
however
Maggie
Libby
voiced concerns about fostering
c o m m u n i t y dialogue through
the faculty exhibition: "I...wonder how much of the community feels comfortable coming to
the Museum. That is part of
why I am trying to create interaction in the 'sacred ' space of
the Museum. It should be as
much about the viewer as about
the ait itself. "
The faculty exhibition is also
incredibly valuable to students of
studio art. Associate Professor of
An Bevin Engman said. "1 think
it ' s only fair to share your work
with students and let them see
what you do - that you are, so to
speak , 'holding up your end of the
bargain * as a working artist."
She does not , however, seek
to lead her students strictly in the

direction she has chosen as an
artist: "I would hope that students
never feel an unspoken pressure
to work in the manner of their
professors rather than developing
their own sense of aesthetic
direction. The whole reason
we 're here is to teach skills in the
service of establishing that
[unique] sense of direction."
While the faculty members
showcased a variety of pieces in
their media, some faculty members chose to exhibit work created around a certain theme .
Libby 's exhibit focuses on
women at Colby. "I think
women 's images and women's
voices need a larger place in public dialogue ," Libby explained.
"My theme...was to present
images of women who 'speak
truth to power ' who are from
Colb y, the state of Maine , and
also internationally based , as I
have included a portrait of
Jestina Mukoko , the current
Oak Fellow from Zimbabwe."

The faculty
exhibition
opens
dialogue
between
professors ,
students and
members of
the community
Libby created images of women
who have challenged the status
quo at Colby and pushed for significant change, including Mary
Low Carver, Colby 's first female
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Maggie Libby s' work has the theme of women at Colby and combines painting with other media and audience interaction. She encourages viewers to use the Scrabble board and write in a journal to interact with her art and the theme of her project (which is ongoing).
student, and J. Nunez, the namesake for the Nunez Proposition ,
which banned d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
in groups at Colby, particularl y fraternities.
Libby 's p iece also includes
voices from the Colby community
and encourages viewers' participation. She created "a Scrabble
board in the Museum which I
hope peop le will play with ,
and...a blank journal with the
question 'If you could speak to
anyone in power, past or present ,
to whom would you speak'.'
What would you say?'"

Students seemed to frequently
exclaim "That 's my teacher 's
work!" at the exhibition 's opening. One student was excited to
see Scott Reed's crisp, whimsical black and white prints.
Groups of students marveled at
how the tiny swimmers in Bevin
Engman 's painting could be so
nuanced and shadowed, and at
the power and detail of Harriet
Matthews 's sculptures combining landscape with architecture.
Students discussed Gary
Green 's photographs, which all
shared a similar composition of

an oblong structure , such as a
tower or a tree , in the center,
and so played off each other in
the exhibition.
One student said she wished to
learn the technique that made
Nancy Meader 's pots look so
"cool and shiny," while another
said she wished she could create
p layful , colorful monotypes like
Garry Mitchell.
Students were excited to recognize many of the places in
Abbott Meader 's paintings and
collages as scenes from Maine.
They seemed eager to draw on

techniques they saw in the faculty show, and pleased to see what
their teachers ' work on display.
Monica Albu M2J , a Studio Art
major, said that it is beneficial to
see the work of professors she
admires: "It is good to see their creative side, and not just hear their
critical comments in class." She
also noted that Colby 's Studio Art
faculty are truly artists, which students and community members too
often forget.
The Fall Faculty Exhibit is currentl y on view and will be on display until January 2, 2011.

Arts Brief

The Last Daysof
Judas Iscariot
Imagine this: "Darkness.
Rain. A woman emerges from
her past."
These are the opening stage
directions for The Lost Days of
Judas Iscariot, the play the
Theater and Dance Department
will be staging this weekend.
The play is written in the style
of a courtroom drama that
combines a realistic form with
the fantastical. The cast of
characters include some major
religious figures including
Jesus, Satan, Judas, Mother
Teresa and variety of saints,
historically familiar characters
like Sigmund Freud and completely fictionalized characters.
The play is written by Stephen
Adly Guirgis and had its premiere off-Broadway in 2005.
It will be directed by
Assistant Professor of Theater
and Dance Todd Coulter, who
said the play 's potential for
creative problem solving and
its exploration of relationships
drew him to the material. "The
play is about the violent rupture of relationships...about
the choices we make in our
personal relationships that are
turning
points,"
Coulter
explained. "You have to make
some decision from that point
on whether you [decide] to
stay in that relationship [which
is now] fundamentally altered
or whether the relationship
gets torn apart [because of the
choices you 've made]."
From a technical point of
view, the play allows creativity
in design and directorial choices, so that no staging of this
play will ever be like another.
As the opening stage direction
states, a director and the tech
crew have had much freedom
to realize and interpret the stag-

ing as they see it. Coulter also
said Strider theater will be
reconfigured so that the audience surrounds the stage on
three sides, which will make
for a theater going experience
that is really different and
immediate.
While the play uses iconic
fi gures from Christianity,
Coulter stressed that the play
and his interpretation of it is
not blasphemous or mocking
the Christian and Catholic traditions. Coulter has spoken to
the playwright about the subject matter and explained that
Guirgis' Catholic background
has led him to grapple with the
question, "If God is all loving
and forgiving, why is Judas in
Hell?" in his art. However, the
play is not "religious with a
capital R."
Coulter suggested instead,
that if the play's treatment of
religious figurescauses discomfort, one should give the play a
chance as a work of art and consider one's own discomfort.
"[The play] deals with uncomfortable questions, but it is not
anti-Catholic or anti-Christian.
That's not [Guirgis'] intent or
my intent.. .It's a great opportunity for the community to see
how art can function to challenge and support our [received]
notions of what is accepted."
The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot will be performed this
Thursday and Friday at 7:30
p.m. and Saturday at 2:00 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. in Strider Theater
in the Runnals Building. Tickets
are given on a first come, first
served basis, so come early.

-Qainat Khan, A&E Editor

BMR "Razzle Dazzles" the crowd
By VANA M AYAYEVA
NEWS STAFF

The lights dimmed on a collection of rowdy, over-eager kids
ready to sing show tunes for their
audience. This past weekend,
Broadway
Musical
Review
(BMR) put on a production of 18
disjointed classics, each of which
came with its own choreography
and costumes. The musical inspirations varied from such Disney
classics
as
Hercules and
Cinderella to other established
classics of Broadway West Side
Story and Rent.
The cast mastered this variance well as they absorbed its
influences and added their own
twist to each of the numbers.
Although the overall outcome
was spectacular and the
singing and choreograph y polished , it was apparent that professionalism was not the cast 's
biggest concern .
Rather , it was the , "sense of
balance between great theatrical quality and comedy," codirector Sammee Jaff '11
explained. That is the true
appeal of BMR: musical tp lent
interlaced with undeniable wit.
The show kicked off with a
rendition of "The Nicest Kids
in Town " from Hairspray.
Each cast member was sporting a popped collar , some
form of argyle and a sweater
vest. As they danced the twist
and introduced themselves
through a roll call , they set
the scene for great enthusiasm
and energy.
As the show progressed, the
girls added a comedic value to
"Go the
Distance " from
Hercules. Bra straps out , heels
in hand and oversized men 's
button-downs on , they reflected
on the infamous walk of shame.
They proposed that it should
be known as the walk of glory,
slowly transitioning to how
they will "Go the Distance" to
their own dorm rooms after
their nocturnal escapades.
The exaggerated undertones
of this sense of accomplishment had the whole audience
giggling, as this beloved childhood classic became adapted to
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"The Nicest Kids in Town " take the stage f o r BMR s' manic and always entertaining semester show.
college life.
Act One finished off with
the strong ballad "Song of
Purp le Summer" from Spring
Awakening. The whole cast harmonized a beautiful melody of
the famous line , "alt s h a l l

[The]
unrestrained
histrionics
only
furthered the
song's
comedic
appeal and
BMR's
general sense
of absurdity.
know the wonder," as each of
their voices complemented the
others , and they became a collective whole.
Not surprisingly, Act Two got
even better, as the musical selec-
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tions became even more relatable
and fun
Andrew Cox ' 11 and Jaff
repurposed "Razzle Dazzle"
from Chicago to spoof college
tours. Pretending to take a
prospective student on a tour of
the College, the two sang, "razzle
dazzle them , and they 'll apply
EDI." As co-director Savvy
Lodge-Scharff ' t l played frisbee in the quad and boasted a
Colby Bookstore bag, the tour
guides listed tongue-in-cheek
facts about Colby 's "excellent "
academics and resources , all
while singing to the tune of
"Razzle Dazzle.
The cast continued this hilarity in their rendition of "Do I
Love You?" from Cinderella.
The girls brought an audience
member to the stage and moaning for his attention as they gave
him long and gentle caresses.
His blushing onl y escalated
as the girls tackled each other
to be his one and only. There 's
no deny ing that such overacting and unrestrained histrionics only furthered the song 's
comedic appeal and BMR' s
general sense of absurdity.
BMR also made sure to include

their own inside jokes, emphasizing that the production was just
as much for them as it was for
their audience.
In "I Just Can 't Wait to be
King. " from The Lion King
they comp lained about their
directors ' "dictatorship, " jokingly claiming that they could
not wait to replace them as
rulers . Julia Crouter '13 went
as far as to say that co-directors
Lodge-Scharff and Jaff , "made
me hate BMR for almost two
whole minutes!"
Later, the directors had their
own little duet to the tune of
"Roxie" from Chicago in which
they sang an ode to themselves.
The answer to. "who's going to
keep Waterville combustible,"
was obviously "Savvmmee," a
combination of Sammee and
Savvy 's names.
The show was brought to a
close with the popular, "Seasons
of Love." This Rent classic was
a declaration of the cast 's love
and commitment to each other.
Watching the performance, it
was apparent that this was a
production put on by friends ,
which only added to its familiar charm .

Party night with Matt & Kim
By Dash Wasserman, Layout Editor

While most students on the
Hill spent their Wednesday
nights with their eyes glued to
a computer screen or with their
minds lost in the pages of
books, my friend and I decided
to run off to Portland and see
Matt and Kim perform at Port
City Music Hall.
The band's name says it all:
Matt (Johnson) and Kim
(Schifino) are just two twentysomethings making simplistic , electric music with each
other—just doing what they
love. So when we heard that
the dance-punk couple was
leaving their base in Brooklyn
to promote the release of their
new album , Sidewalks , we
knew that we had to see them
for ourselves.
We felt lucky as we walked
the cold streets of Portland
towards the Music Halt. A
large crowd stood waiting in
line outside , and we were
grateful to have reserved tickets. Inside, the venue was relatively small and had a swanky
club feel to it. We weren 't surprised to find a large group of
people crowding around a
stage in anticipation.
Then the lights dimmed.
The
opening
act was
Fletcher C. Johnson—Matt 's
brother—whose vocals sounded nostalgic and very reminiscent of the indie-rock band , Dr.
Dog. The crowd nodded along

with the funky vibrations and the
raspy echoes of Johnson's voice
before the stage was handed over
to Javelin, a hype-ridden electronic band, also based in Brooklyn.
Javelin set the pace for the
nig ht. People bobbed their
heads to the beat and most
danced to fresh , electric-

People
jumped off
the ground
and all of the
tangled
bodies in the
crowd moved
like a collage,
balloons
bouncing off
their
fingertips.
sounding covers of '80s songs
and hip-hop beats. People
began to dance wildly to the
layered , sparkly electronic
tunes , and a happy sheen of
sweat developed on people 's
moving foreheads.
Javelin and Fletcher C.

Johnson provided the perfect
precursor for Matt and Kim
who whirled on to the stage ,
jumping on their drums to the
sounds of cheers before they
started to p lay. The atmosphere
was vibrant: there was sticky
sweat everywhere, so many
gyrating hips and many happy
faces. The energy of the room
was unparalleled.
Some of the best songs were
Matt and Kim classics: "Lessons
Learned," *'5k ," and "Good 'Ol
Fashioned Ni ghtmare" had fans
bouncing on their toes and
singing along.
About h a l f w a y through the
show, Matt and Kim burst
open a bag of balloons and
told the audience . "Let 's make
Wednesday night the new
Friday night!" It was important to the band that everyone
was a part of the music.
One audience member
a c t u a l l y climbed onto the
stage gathering balloons , and
while security tried to stop her .
Matt encouraged her: "No ,
no—she 's hel p ing us. Let her
keep going !" he said with a
wide grin. Flashing square
lights and prom-like silver
streamers hung behind the duo ,
and the club continued on with
its birthday party feel.
Every now and then Kim
would stand on top of her drum
and Matt would pounce on the
stool behind his keyboards.
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The twentysomething Brooklyn couple and music duo Matt & Kim brought their lively, popelectronic music to Portland this past Wednesday, promoting their new album Sidewalks.
They performed with us, not to
us. Yet the most endearing thing
of all was the way K i m
s m i l e d i n f e c t i o u s l y as she
slammed against the drums,
and the way Matt spoke to the
audience like a five-year-old
hopped up on Laffy Taffies.
They looked at each other
often while they sang and you
could see how transcendent it
must feel to make music
together , e s p e c i a l l y with
someone you care about.
Yet the highlight of the show

was the final song. "Daylight ,"
which the audience had waited
for patiently. Matt teased listeners with a false intro and a devious smile, but once he gave in,
the room glowed. Peop le jumped
off the ground and all of the
tangled bodies in the crowd
moved like a collage, balloons
bouncing off their fingertips.
When the song came to an
end, we realized that we had to
leave the liveliness of the room
behind and journey back to the
Hill. As we drove back to

Waterville in the black morning,
we talked about Matt and Kim,
their intense connection with
each other, and how we wished
more poetic things happened in
our lives.
As we pulled up Mayflower
Hill Drive, we saw a pack of deer
standing still in the cold dew grass
outside Foss dining hall They
stared at us with a surreal and
haunting kind of gaze. They didn 't make a noise, but the happy
sounds of Matt and Kim still rang
in our ears.

MLB year in review Time to

Baseball $ history is divided
into many clear-cut and linear
eras such as the Dead Ball era .
the modern era and the steroid
era. Many years from now . 2010
w ill be p laced firml y in the poststeroid era U is a period characterized by an increased devotion
to old-school values coupled w ith
advancement in education about
and quantification of those values. Here 's what we learned
about
baseball
during 2010 .
Emphasis on
Pitching and Defense: The San
Francisco Giants ,
eventual winners
of the World Series, were propelled by one of
the most remarkable hot streaks of
starting pitching in
baseball history.
Giants
starters
combined for a
1. 78 earned run
average ( E R A ) in
September.
the
lowest in any
month of any team
since 1969 The Giants " rotation ,
led by Tim Lincecum and Matt
Cain, maintained their excellence
throughout the playoffs with a
2.23 ERA. Fielding Independent
Pitching, a metric summarising
the results of events over which a
pitcher has direct control , called
the Giants the third-best pitching
team in baseball all year.
The Giants " World Series opponents, the Texas Rangers, also
rode strong pitching to their first
postseason series wins in franchise history. For the last several
years , the Rangers possessed a
slew of excellent hitters who
broug ht them into the middle of
the pack. 2010. however, was only
the third year in the last 20 that
their team ERA has been better
than the league average. Their offense, led by MVP candidate Josh
Hamilton, remained elite. Hired
gun Cliff Lee hel ped give Texas
the pitching it needed to finall y
compete for a title.
It wasn 't only pitching that
helped these teams compete. Ultimate Zone Rating (UZR), a statistic that determines the number of
runs saved by a defense, showed
that the Giants p layed the best defense in baseball. Furthermore, according to UZR. every p layoff
team except the Atlanta Braves

had a defense ranking in the top
half of Major League Baseball.
The age-old adage that "p itching
and defense win champ ionships "
was proven true in 2010. with the
help of new technology that tries
to remove human error from
player evaluations.
Rookie Superstars: Even the
most casual baseball fan could'
n t help but hear about Stephen
Strasburg in 2010. The Washington Nationals ' young starting
pitcher is almost unanimously
considered the best pitching
prospect in decades; possibl y the
best ever. The 22-year-old Strasburg debuted in the MLB June 8.
striking out 14 Pittsburgh Pirates
in a start that did nothing to temper the sk y-high expectations.
The next two months were a
thrill ride of dominance
from
Strasburg before
an elbow injury
sidelined him for
the season.
Jason
Heyward. a 20-yearold outfielder for
the
Atlanta
Braves, also had a
stellar year that
would have garnered MVP attention if not for a
poor June that detracted from his
overall numbers.
Buster Posey,
the Giants ' rookie
catcher.
played
exceptionall y well in the playoffs, adding to a year in which he
dominated the National League
with 18 home runs and a .305
batting average.
In addition to these three.
2010's rookie class consisted of
Mike Stanton. Carlos Santana.
Brian Matusz. Logan Morrison ,
Jaime Garcia , Madison Bumgarner and Ncftali Feliz. AM of these
players would be considered for
Rookie of the Year honors in almost any other year.
The excellence disp layed by
young players in 2010 was
largely a resul t of increased value
p laced on drafting and developing
young talent . Small-market teams
like Tampa Bay. Cincinnati and
San Francisco do not have the
money to compete for high-p riced
free agents in the olTseason. so
they must effectivel y develop
young, inexpensive talent in order
to compete.
2010 was a microcosm of the
shifts that are taking place in
baseball. The game is moving
away from the home run-fueled
bidding wars and slug fests of
the 1990s towards a renewed
emp hasis on player development , p itching and fielding that
hasn 't been this evident since
the 1950s and 60s.

Many years
from now,
2010 will be
placed firmly
in the poststeroid era. It
is a period
characterized
by an increased
devotion to oldschool values.

Pats in progress
The Patriots just made writing
this column a lot easier. All I' ve
heard for the past week is how the
Pats have the best record in the
NFL and are destined for another
Super Bowl title and maybe even
another dynasty. Sunday 's dismal
performance against the Browns
may halt that talk a little , but if I
know Patriots fans, the New England faithful still believe the Brady
Bunch can bnng home another title
If that is to happen , the Patriots will
have to improve exponentiall y.
Before Sunday, the Patriots
owned the best record ir. the NFL at
6- i But records can be deceiving.
The six wins came against the
Cincinnati Bengals (2-5). the Buffalo Biils (0-8). the Miami Dol p hins
(4-4). the Baltimore Ravens (6-2),
the San Diego Chargers (4-5) and
the Minnesota Vikings (3-5) That 's

one victory against a winning team.
Add to that the 34-14 loss to the
Cleveland Browns (3-5), and 6-2
doesn 't look that impressive.
The Patriots defense thus far has
been abysmal. The unit has shown
its youth and inexperience , giving
up 384 yards of offense per game,
which ranks 28th in the league.
They have given up 22 points per
game, which is 21st in the league.
Sunday 's loss came against a
Browns team that entered the
game ranked 28th in total offense
and 31st in points scored per
game. A team near the bottom of
the pack in these two categories
does not sound like a team that can
win it all.
The Patriots have been able to
get six wins because of their supposedly strong offense. But how
strong is it really ? Before putting
up just 14 points on the Browns.
the Patriots were ranked first in
points per game (they will certainly fall in this ranking). Once
again , this statistic is deceiving.
The Patriots are only producing
the 19th most total offense per
game in the league. This statistic
also fails to investigate the quality

There is a big, red button that
New England sports fans enjoy
pressing quite a lot. No, it 's not
the Easy Button from Staples. It 's
the panic button. As soon as anything goes wrong foMhe Bruins,
Celtics. Patriots, or most especially, the Red Sox. it 's time to
panic! "Their season is over! If
they can 't beat (fill in the blank),
how are they supposed to beat
good teams?"
The answer is that real games
don 't work like that. For example,
the Cleveland Browns demolished
the Patriots 34-14 . therefore they
must have beaten the Ravens, who
lost to the Patriots 23-20, right?
Wrong, of course. The Ravens
beat the Browns by a touchdown.
It just goes to show that things
don 't always go the way they look
on paper.
This would not be the first time
a Patriots team has lost to a bad
opponent and went on to better
things. The 2001 Patriots lost to
five teams during the regular season , including the Cincinnati Bengals, who finished at 6-10.
In 2003. the Patriots lost to the
Buffalo Bills 32-0 to start the season The Bills went on to win
only five more games. The onl y
other loss that season was to the

NFL
panic? Not yet week
nine

Washington Redskins, who finished with five wins. Both of
those teams lost at least ten
games, and yet both beat the Patriots in a year in which they won
the Super Bowl.
As defending champs in 2004,
the Pats lost to both the Miami
Dolphins, who finished at 4-12,

There is a bigred button that
New England
sports fans
enjoy pressing
quite a lot.
No , it 's not
the Easy
Button from
Staples. It ' s
the panic
button.
and the Pittsburgh Steelers, who
they later beat in the AFC Championship game.
The point of that history lesson
is this: don 't get too up or too
down during the regular season.
After the Patriots won five in a
row , a lot of peop le (myself included) were ready to make them
a lock to win their division at
least, possibly the AFC and
maybe even the Super Bowl .
After just one embarrassing loss .

however. Sports Illustrated ran an
article stating that the Patriots
were seriously exposed by the
Browns and now everyone in the
NFL knows how to beat them.
While the Browns may have exploited certain things in the Patriots * scheme, the Patriots could
see that as well as anyone else,
and therefore, they will work to
correct those things.
I would caution a rush to
judgment , as anybody can beat
anybody on any given Sunday.
The NFL is a league that has
done everything in its power,
from the salary cap to the schedule design, to create parity. What
we saw on Sunday is what
makes the NFL the most
watched sports product in America today.
So let 's not bury Belichick and
the Patriots yet , and let 's not
crown them either. If there is one
thing that is true about the NFL ,
it is that you have to earn every
point and every victory. With just
16 games per season (compared
to 162 in the MLB and 82 in the
NBA and NHL), each game
takes on an added meaning.
More so than in any other league
in any other sport , there are no
throw-away games in the National Football League.
There are still twelve weeks remaining before we crown a Super
Bowl champion, and that is plenty
of time for any team to rise to the
top. Whoever you root for, stay
tuned. The remainder of the NFL
season promises excitement as
well as surprises week after week.

NBA noise: top five PGs
clear—he can blow by anybody,
not just with his dribbling ability
like Paul , but with pure speed and
quickness. Rose can get any shot
he wants on the court—making the
shot is a different matter.
Friend 4: Steve Nash,
Phoenix Suns. This outdated argument was made using one claim
and one claim only. Friend 4 once
scored 92 points with Nash in a
video game. That is all.
Me: Deron Williams, Utah
Jazz. Throwing away the fact that

A couple of friends and I got
into a semi-heated argument before heading to the Celtics game
last Friday ni ght. There is an abundance of great, true point guards in
the league , yet none of us could
agree on who is the best. What
qualities should count for more
when evaluating today 's point
guards? Would you rather have
Steve Nash, who can rain threes on
any given day, or Rajon Rondo ,
who is guaranteed to out-quick
most other guards?
Five guys, five different opinions. Here. I'll outline the arguments for each of the top five before
revealing my definitive guide to the
NBA's best point guards.
Friend 1: Rajon Rondo,
Boston Celtics. A true homer 's
pick. Rondo leads the NBA in assists with 14.8 per game (the next
closest mark is 10.7). He 's also an
all-NBA defender, averaging two
steals per game.
Friend 2: Chris Paul, New
Orleans Hornets. Shades of Isiah
Thomas. Paul is the best dribbler
in the league and can get around
any defender he wants. Like
Rondo, Paul consistently is among
the league-leaders in steals. He 's
currently third in the league in assists with 10.2 per game.
Friend 3: Derrick Rose,
Chicago Bulls. The most athletic
point guard in the league, far and
away. After watching Rose in person on Friday night, one thing is

the Jazz are one of my favorite
non-Boston teams, 1 love Williams'
size and strength. I defy you to find
a weakness in his game. Quickness, check. Handles, check.
Shooting, check. Deron Williams
is a beast. To my rankings.
5. Derrick Rose. Rose is one of
the most exciting players in the
game, and that 's great. But he's not
for me. He is still young, so there's
p lenty of room for improvement.
After seeing him in person, what
worries me is his decision making
and shooting. Rose seems streaky
in both regards. In any given
game, he could have 30 points, 10
assists and two turnovers, or 10
points, five assists and nine

turnovers. He s the only player on
this list who can 't claim consistency as a trait (yet).
4. Steve Nash. While the video
game argument may not be valid ,
Nash has been the most consistent
point guard of the past decade.
Count on Nash to get you 20
points and 12 assists per game
while shooting 50 percent from the
field. He's by far the best threepoint shooter on the list. He also
has a bro-flow.
3. Chris Paul. He 's a popular
pick because of the gaudy numbers he puts up game after game.
What I don 't like (hate even) is his
demeanor on the court. When Paul
makes a mistake, it 's never his
fault. Blame Stojakovic or Okafor,
but not Chris Paul. Once his trade
demands are met, he won't be able
to blame his subpar teammates. I
can 't wait.
2. Rajon Rondo. I put him as
high as I could for 80 percent of
the Colby population , but putting
him in the top spot would mean
admitting I was wrong (no
chance). I love Rondo. He's my
favorite player in the NBA , but
that doesn 't make him the best.
If basketball was all about passing and making defenders look
sill y, Rondo would be unstoppable. Unfortunately, even point
guards have to shoot once in a
while , and penetrating point
guards often find themselves at
the foul line. Rondo, in a word,
sucks at both of these aspects of
the game.
1. Deron Williams. My original pick. Size, strength, shooting
and speed. What more do you
need? Also, one of the best beards
in the game. Top notch.
Do you agree? Disagree? Care
to make a rebuttal? E-mail me at
rbyee@colby.edu with thoughts.

of the defenses on which New
England has scored. They put up
38 points on the 24th-ranked Bengals defense and 38 on the lastplaced Bills defense. All in all. the
Patriots have onl y faced two
teams (the Ravens and Jets) that
have a defense ranked better than
14th in the NFL. Against these
two teams , the Patriots averaged
onl y 18.5 points per game as opposed to their 33.6 points against
their five other opponents.
The Pats have also lost offen-

sive weapons throughout the season. Four weeks into the season ,
wide receiver Randy Moss was
traded to the Minnesota Vikings.
Patriots fans may argue that the
team is better off withou* him , but
in the four games Moss played, the
Patriots put 32.75 points on the
board. In the four games without
him , the Patriots have onl y mustered 22 points per game. The Patriots simply are lacking in
big-play guys. They still have Wes
Welkcr, but with onl y one big re-

ceiver, it 's easier for opposing
teams to shut down Brady. The Patriots have no receiver with over
60 yards per game, and their leading rusher is averaging less than 50
yards per game. Brady can 't do it
all alone.
The Pats have the capacity and
time to improve , but unless they
do, they most certainly are not in
dynasty mode, let alone AFC
Champions mode. As a matter of
fact, I wouldn 't even bet on them
to win the AFC East.

There is an
abundance of
great , true
point guards
in the league,
yet none of us
could agree
on who is
the best.

roundup

Chargers 29, Texans 23: Arian
Foster 's big day wasn't enough to
overcome Phillip Rivers and the
Chargers. Seyi Ajirotutu caught
two touchdowns as the Chargers
moved to 4-5 and dropped the
Texans to 4-4.
Cardinals 24, Vikings 27: Brett
Favre staged yet another comeback
and set a career-high in passing
yards with 446 as the Vikings
scored 14 in the fourth. Ryan Longwell hit the game-winning field
goal in OT to put both teams at 3-5.
Saints 34, Panthers 3: The
Saints built on their week eight
win against the Steelers by crushing the lowly Panthers. Drew
Brees' two touchdown passes led
the Saints to 6-3. The Panthers
dropped to 1-7.
Patriots 14, Browns 34:
Shocker of the week. The Patriots
were unable to muster any offense,
while Peyton Hillis had a career
day with 184 yards and two TDs
on the ground. Colt McCoy was
impressive as he completed 74
percent of his passes and rushed
for a touchdown. The Pats move
to 6-2 and Cleveland to 3-5.
Buccaneers 21, Falcons 27:
Michael Turner rushed for two
touchdowns and Matt Ryan threw
another to give the Falcons a tie for
best record in the NFL (6-2). The
Bucs moved to 5-3.
Bears 22, Bills 19: The Bills
are halfway to the imperfect season at 0-8. Ryan Fitzpatrick threw
two picks and the running game
produced just 46 yards.
Dolphins 10, Ravens 26: Joe
Flacco threw two touchdowns and
the defense did the rest for the
Ravens. Chad Henne 's three interceptions were too much to overcome. The Dolphins are now 4-4.
The Ravens advance to 6-2.
Jets 23, Lions 20: The Jets regained the lead in the AFC East with
a win over the improved Lions.
Mark Sanchez threw for 323 yards
and the ground game produced 110
yards for New York. Nick Folk's
field goals as time expired and in
overtime pushed the Jets to 6-2 and
the Lions to 2-6.
Giants 41, Seahawks 7: The Giants jumped out to a 35-0 lead at
halftime and cruised to the finish.
Hakeem Nicks continues to become
one of the prominent receiving
threats in the NFC with 128 yards
and a TD. Seattle moves to 4-4
while New York is 6-2 with five
consecutive wins.
Colts 24, Eagles 26: The
Colts' troubles continued with an
Austin Collie injury in the end
zone. Michael Vick's return saw
him throw for a TD and run for
another. Peyton Manning's comeback attempt fell short. Both
teams are now 5-3.
Chiefs 20, Raiders 23: The
Chiefs were unable to improve on
their surprising season as they lost
in OT. Matt Cassel threw for two
touchdowns. The Raiders are 5-4
and the Chiefs are 5-3.
Cowboys 7, Packers 45: The
Cowboys' troubles continued
against the Packers. Aaron
Rodgers threw three touchdowns
and rushed for 41 yards. Dallas
fired coach Wade Philli ps following the loss. They are now 1-7
while the Packers are 6-3.
Steelers 27, Bengals 21: The
Bengals put up 14 points in the
fourth quarter, but the comeback
fell short. Terrell Owens continued
his strong form with 141 yards and
two TDs receiving. Rashard
Mendenhall had 99 yards and a
TD on the ground for the Steelers
to go along with two passing TDs
by Ben Roelhlisberger The Steelers moved into a tie for first place
in the division at 6-2 while the
Bengals fell to 2-6.

Football
mokesdramaticcomeback, wins42-41

| DEVASTATOR OF THE WEEK

From FOOTBALL, Page 14

been a part of. It shows that if we
play like we did—as a unit—in the
second half, we can do anything.
It was a perfect example of an allaround team effort; everyone
stepped up to the plate."
Not only did the Mules put in
an extraordinary performance
and pull off a nail-biting finish ,
they also saw many of their
records shattered. As a team,
Colby recorded the most offensive yards in a game (608, far
above the previous record of
480). They completed 40 passes
out of the 55 attempted (the previous records were 27 completions and 52 attempts), and had
40 first downs.
Individual players also broke
records: Kmetz had the most total
offense gained in a game, the most
passes completed (40) and the
most passes attempted (53). His
473 yards far surpassed Chip
Kispert 's previous record of 396,
set in 1984. His career-total for
passing yards now stands at 3,184.
Kmetz's efforts landed him the
honor of NESCAC Offensive CoPlayer of the Week.
Running back Tidgwell ran for
over 100 yards on 25 rushes, including two touchdowns. Three
Colby receivers—Connor Walsh
' 12 , Merwin and Burns—had
more than nine catches. Walsh ,
who had 11 for 87 yards , tied the
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Three bocksand receivers—Connor Walsh , SpencerMerwinand PatrickBurns—gainedover 100yardsSaturday.
school record for the second time
this season. Burns ' nine catches
resulted in 115 yards and a touchdown. Merwin made 10 grabs for
78 yards, one of which was the
final touchdown of the game.
Kmetz had 81 yards rushing on
17 carries.
In addition to his interception ,
Murphy made seven tackles.
Richard Newton '11 added five.
Head coach Ed Mestieri is
very impressed with his team 's
performance. "It was a game for

the ages, a battle of wills. Our
kids just hung in there , they kept
playing. Even [being] down 13
in the fourth quarter, they took it
one p lay at a time and never let
up. We showed a lot of heart
and character. It was an amazing atmosphere with so many
Colby alums spanning many
generations. It was one of the
finest and most exciting football
games that I have ever been associated with."
The Mules will finish out the

season next Saturday at home
when they take on Bowdoin for
the CBB (Colby-Bates-Bowdoin)
title. Kickoff is at 12:30 p.m. at
Seaverns Field.
Coach Mestieri urges all
Colby students to attend this important game. "I do hope our students come out this Saturday and
support us in our game with
Bowdoin. I know [they] will
have a lot of fans up here for a
game that will determine the
CBB Championship."

Women f ourth, men 10th at ECAC meet
From XC , Page 14
Colby p laced 10th out of 44
teams, with Brian Desmond '13
taking 25th overall (27:01.78),
Cloherty 35th (27:14.25), Dylan
Nisky '14 76th (28:06.83) and
' 12
82nd
Justin
Rouse
(28:10.58). All four runners finished in the top-third of the 300runner pack. Dave Murphy *I4
ran a 36-second PR (28:30.19),
Samuel Grant '12 raced for only
the second time this season after
being sidelined for several
weeks to post a 1:42 personal
course record (29:50.76), and
Chris Greenlee '14, who was in
bed sick at the start of the week,
finished in 31:02.97.
"Greenlee had to stop several
times but gutted it out , hung
tough and never quit ," noted
Head
Coach Jared
Beers.
"Rough , but [what a] proud way

to finish his
season. It was
also nice to
have four runners in the top
100, including
25th and 35th ,
the most we
have ever had
since I've been
coaching." Indeed, the meet
marked
the
first top-10 finish in Beers '
era , and Colby
beat two other
"
CHRIS KASPRAK/THE COLBY ECHO
New England
Small College Colby men s X C placed Wth out of 44 teams at the ECAC Division III Championships.
Athletic Conference (NESCAC) teams—Wes- Williams, a course they ran at the good, and definitely are good, but
knowing the heart and endless efend of September.
leyan and Conn.—while they
fort that went into these improve"Mark Twain said something to
achieved this feat. On Saturday,
both Mule teams take their top the effect that facts are stubborn, ments is what is really awesome.
"
We've
got a great spirit rolling into
seven runners to the New Eng- but statistics are more pliable ,
said Beers. "The numbers sound the biggest race of the year."
land NCAA Regional Qualifier at

Season preview: men's basketball
By ROBERT YEE
SPORTS EDITOR

The men 's basketball team will
look to improve on last year's New
England Small College Athletic
Conference (NESCAC) tournament bid as they begin their season
November 19 at Brandeis versus
Curry College.
After falling to Middlebury
in the semifinals of the
NESCAC tournament last winter , the Mules will look to advance even further this year

behind the strength of captains
Christian Van Loenen ' 11 and
Mike Russell '11 , both of
whom , according to head coach
Dick Whitmore, "should be
among the better p layers in
[the] NESCAC."
Also returning for Colby will
be Gus David '11 , Noah Atlas
M l , David Havlicek '11 , Eric
Beaulieu '12, Kyle Donovan '12 ,
Ben Foreman '12 , Alex Swanson
'12 , Matt Cheever '12 , Burton
Gildersleeve *12 , Gordon Fischer
'13 and Nick Rimsa '13.
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of the coaches to put them in position to win."
Hoping to contribute to the
team 's success will be the many
first-year players on the Mules '
roster—Ben Brassord , Jesse
Coulon , Ozuma Orchingwa, Forrest Lovett , John Kalin and sophomore transfer Kareem Kalil.
Brassord and Lovett , who are both
listed at six-foot-six, will look to
provide size after the departure of
the six-foot-ten Woodward.
Fischer, a six-foot-five forward , expects the team to continue to improve every day.
"We 're [going to] try to
[play] run-and-gun , uptempo basketball....For the
[first-years], it 's about
bringing energy and challeng ing us to p lay harder."
After away games versus
Curry, Brandeis , Western
Connecticut , the University
of New England and the
University of Maine-—
Farmington to begin the season, Colby will open up at
home December 4 versus
Maine Maritime at the
Colby Invitational.
Fischer 's hopes for an
uptempo style of play
should make for an exciting
season of basketball. The
p layers want fans at every
game, because "the more
fans who come , the more
dunks you 'll see."
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Colby lost five players to graduation in 2010, including AilAmerican Adam Choice '10 , thei
eighth leading scorer in Colb>
men 's basketball history with i
1,534 points. Choice, along withi
Justin Sherman '10, Chas Woodward ' 10, Gil Haylon ' 10 and Tim
Concannon ' 10, were part of a senior class that accounted for 58 percent of the Colby offense last
season. Whitmore recognized that
"there is, as always, a big hole tci
fill. " He added, "players have
worked very hard, now it is the joh i
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Nick Kmetz '12
SPORT:

Football
HOMETOWN:
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Laurel, Delaware
Yards of total offense
POSITION:
vs. Tufts
Quarterback
WHY: Despite earning this honor just two
weeks ago, Kmetz's stats were too good to
overlook in Colby's dramatic , last-second 4241 win over Tufts. The junior quarterback threw
and ran for 473 yards , far surpassing the
quarter-century old record of 396. Kmetz also
completed 40 of his 53 pass attempts (both
records). For his effo rts , Kmetz was named the
NESCAC Offensive Co-Player of the Week.
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Men's basketball
adds six firstyears to roster

Kmetz shatters
records, wins
NESCAC award
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Season
preview:
Squash
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Wild, last-second win for football

Women's
basketball
preview

By SARAH KIRKER

By ROBERT YEE

With the beginning of winter
comes the advent of more indoor
sports , and at the Dunway
squash courts, the Colby men 's
and women 's squash teams are
hard at work preparing for the
new season.
The men started strong by
adding nine first-years to rep lace
just two graduating seniors , the
largest first-year class in recent
memory. The women 's team
graduated five key p layers from
last season 's winning team, including captain Samantha Smith
'10. However, both teams head
into the season confident that
they have what it takes to compete with anyone they meet on
the court.
Colby 's number one men 's
player, Harry Smith ' 12, returns to
try to continue his dominance on
the court. Last year, Smith ended
the season with a trip to Nationals
and 20 wins. Coach Sakhi Khan is
confident that Smith is ready to
have his "best season yet."
The number two spot is held
by William Sullivan *13 , who
looks to improve on an impressive first-year campaign. Khan
has confidence in his number
two man , saying, "he is coming
into his second season much fitter than he was last season , and I
think his more intense focus will
certainly earn him more wins
this season."
The majority of the men 's
lineup features first-years , with
Trey Simpson at number five ,
William Hochman at six, Steve
Carroll at seven and Darryl Soto at
eight. How quickly these first-year
players can adjust to the collegiate
game will largely determine the
team's success this year.
The women 's team finds itself
in a much toug her spot after
graduating five seniors , but the
lineup once again features a
strong contingent of returners
buoyed by new first-year p layers . The number one and two
slots will be filled by Kate Pistel '13 and Molly Parsons '13 ,
respectivel y. Both Pistel and
Parsons saw match action last
year and Coach Khan has faith
that they will be experienced
enough to compete against any
of the other top-ranked players
in the division.
Playing the number three spot
is Lindsey McKenna '14 , for
whom Coach Khan has high
hopes. "McKenna is our best incoming [first-year] this season.
So far she's hitting a great ball.
She's competitive and loves to
work hard , and I see her having
some great results this season."
The heart of the order will be
made up of returners with Jae
Paik '11 (number four), captain
Alison Crevi * 11 (five) and Lily
Greenberg '13 (six) all working
hard to live up to their performances from last year.
Coach Khan identified the
first two important tests for the
teams this season to be November 21 at MIT, where they will
face MIT and Northeastern, and
December 4 at Wesleyan , where
they will face Wesleyan , Connecticut College and George
Washington University. If the
teams can make a good showing
at these matches , they will enter
the season with momentum
squarely on their side. The season opens with the showdown at
MIT in just two weeks.

Following a heartbreaking double-overtime loss to Babson College in the second round of the
NCAA Division III Tournament
last winter, the Colby women 's
basketball team begins the new
season ranked 23rd in Division III.
The Mules will look to improve on
last year 's NCAA bid and hope to
compete as one of the top teams in
the New England Small College
Athletic Conference (NESCAC).
After losing Alison Cappelloni
'10 (an Ail-American honorable
mention and top-ten NESCAC
scorer and rebounder) to graduation,
Colby will rely on a balanced insideoutside game to try to improve upon
last year's results. Returning to the
court this year will be captains Jules
Kowalski * 11, Karlyn Adler * 11 and
Aarika Ritchie '12, as well as
Rachael Mack '12, Kelly Potvin
'12, Jil Vaughan'12, Diana Manduca '13, Jacky McLaughlin *13 and
Jayde Bennett '13.
New to the team this year are
first-year Mainers Jen Nale of Waterville and Gabe Donohue of Cape
Elizabeth. Nale, the third of her
family to play basketball at Colby,
was a finalist for Miss Maine Basketball , the highest honor given to
female basketball players in the
state. Donohue was a McDonald's
All-State player in high school.
Christine Clancy, an assistant
coach during the past two seasons,
takes over as head coach this year
after Colby's most successful season ever. Assisting Clancy this year
will be Tony Staffiere, former head
coach of Division II Mercy College.
With a 24-5 record a season
ago, the women were bound to
gain a preseason ranking. But
Clancy wants to emphasize, especiall y to her players, that the preseason rankings are meaningless.
"We need to come ready to p lay
every game this season. We are
playing a tougher schedule and
now we have a big target on our
backs," she remarked.
Both players and coach acknowledge that they have lofty goals for
this season. Said Mack, "Our expectations are definitely high—all of the
returning players worked really hard
over the summerand came back better basketball players." Manduca
later spoke about the team's goals
this season, which include "[being
the] NESCAC champs and getfting]
another NCAA tournament bid—
Sweet 16 or better."
The Mules will begin their season November 20 versus New
Paltz at the Amherst Tournament.
Until then , the team will keep "trying to take the season one day at a
time, working to get better every
day," said Clancy.
Several players have identified
Bowdoin , Bates, Tufts and
Amherst—who defeated Colby in
the NESCAC Championship
game and v on the third-place
game of the NCAA Tournament—
as the key games of the season.
The Mules will have to work to
improve on last year's performance.
Among the teams ranked in the top25 nationally are NESCAC opponents Amherst (ranked first),
Williams (14th) and Bowdoin (18th).
Colby women's basketball will
continue to work out the kinks before opening the season the weekend after next. The Mules ' first
home game is during Thanksgiving break versus the University of
Maine—Farmington on November 23. Anybody staying on campus should come support the team.

STAFF WRITER

SPORTS EDITOR

The Colby Mutes erased a 13-point deficit with just 5:20 remaining to pull out a dramatic, last-second win over the Thfts Jumbos on Saturday.
By DANIELLE DAITCH
STAFF WRITER

With a comeback in the last second of play, the Colby Mules defeated the Tufts Jumbos 42-4 1 this
past Saturday at Zimman Field in
Medford , Mass. In addition to
strong play that resulted in two
touchdowns in the final 5:20 of
play, the Mules broke multiple individual and team records. Colby
scored the most points in a game
since the 200 1 season, and moved
to 4-3 overall with one game left
in the season.
Conor Tidgwell *11 opened
the scoring in the game with a

four-yard rushing touchdown in
the first quarter. David Bendit
'13 kicked the first of his six
extra points to put Colby ahead
7-0. After the Jumbos scored two
consecutive touchdowns (passes
from quarterback Anthony Fucillo to Greg Stewart and Pat
Bailey, respectively), the Mules
once again took the lead with a
one-yard run from Ian Borthwick
' 12 early in the second quarter.
With the score at 14-13 (Tufts
missed the extra point attempt on
their second touchdown), Tidgwell
found the end zone again on a oneyard run. Tufts responded with a
37-yard scoring pass from Fucillo

to Pat Nee. After successfully
completing the two-point conversion on a pass to Bailey, the Jumbos were quick to score again with
a two-yard run from Bailey, his
third score of the game.
The Mules came out strong in
the second half. Quarterback Nick
Kmetz '12 completed a four-yard
pass to Patrick Burns * 11 to bring
the score to an even 28-28. Down
41 -28 with 9:09 to play, Colby regained possession when Ryan
Murphy ' 11 intercepted a pass
from Fucillo that was tipped by
Nick Tucker *\\,
With 5:20 to play, the Mules
scored on a touchdown pass from

Kmetz to Nat Carson '11. Colby
forced a three-and-out punt on
Tufts ' next drive. Thus began the
17-play drive that ended when
Kmetz connected with tight end
Spencer Merwin '12 in the end
zone for the third time in the
game . After waiting through
three consecutive Jumbo timeouts, Bendit kicked his sixth and
final extra point for the win.
Bendit is thrilled to have been a
part of such a thrilling game. "It
was a great game and one of the
most exciting comeback wins I
have ever seen, and especially
See FOOTBALL, Rage 13

XC runnersset personal records in RI

CHRIS IttSPRAK/THE COLBY ECHO

All seven of Colby 's women cross country runners posted season-best times in Saturday 's ECAC Division III Championships.

By NICK CUNKELMAN
STAFF WRITER

Saturday 's ECAC Division III
Championships in Bristol , RI featured a combined 83 teams between the men and women—some
from as far away as Stubenville ,
Ohio—and all on a dry, flat, narrow course . Hence the need to
open it up early.
"It was way too narrow for the
large number of teams competing,"
said Brittany Colford ' 13, who finished 22nd overall in the women 's
six-kilometer race, "so we had to
get off the line quickl y to avoid
getting caught in the pack." Colford finished in 23:38.72 to lead

the Mules to a fourth-place finish .
She also took home a 1.12 second
personal record (PR) with her rush
technique. That was onl y the beginning of a day where all seven of
Colby 's runners had season-best
times and six of the seven—including Robyn St. Laurent ' 12 by I
minute and 12 seconds—had PRs.
"The course was relativel y flat
and dry, but very narrow, so the
plan was to get out quickly and
they all did exactly that," said head
coach Deb Aitken. In addition to
St. Laurent , who began as the
Mules ' seventh runner but moved
up throughout the race to finish as
Colby 's fifth, Abby Cheruiyot ' 12
(24:18.64), Sophie Weaver *14

(24:35.21), Emily Nadel '14
(24:35.68), Claire Cannon '13
(24:43.39) and Morgan Lingar ' 13
(24:51.87) rounded out the Mules '
PR show, and all seven runners
were in the top 58 of the 277-runner field. The onl y teams to beat
Colby at Colt State Park in Bristol
were conference rivals Middlebury, Williams and Amherst—
ranked first , second, and 16th in
the nation , respectively—and
wild-card Franciscan University of
Stubenville, who were unranked
going into the race. After last
week 's season-high of 21st , the
Mules currently sit at 26th in the
national rankings.
"To have alt seven runners in

the top 58 of 277 runners was
pretty exciting," said Aitken. "It
also speaks well for the future of
the team, since all seven will be returning runners next season."
On the men 's side , Colt State
Park p layed out almost as a
home race. Indeed , after a family-cooked dinner on Friday
night courtesy of the Halladays
and the Maguires (who both hail
from nearby Barrington), firstyear Matthew Cloherty's Providence Country Day School
teammates took to the course on
Saturday to cheer on the Mules
like it was an RI State Meet.
See XC, Page 13

